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TO THE CHRISTIAN REI- 
der ,ane Epiſtle generall, 


FEA Will vic na vtherEpiſtle Dedi- 
catoric of thir my hrle treatiſes 

( gude Chriſtian Reidar) ſauce 

onely this vnto thee , roquhais 
knawledge thay fall come : nct- 
ther doll ſeck ony praiſe, thanks 
orrecompenſe of men, for ory 
- thing that haue done, The on+ 
Iy thing thatl craue for my labour, is,thatthe praiſe 8 

glory hcirotf may be giuen vnto God, and that the com 
moditic may redound ro the members of his Kirk, Now, 
to declair ſchortly che circumſtances , and occahon of 
my writing:the tructhis, that being in great aftliction, 
and allaulced with many temprations, (as the godly e. 
ver runnes to God ih r1me of rrouble)I rook purpoſe to 
compoſe ſomewhat to his glory , and ro the comfort & 
edifcationof gude men, And the ſubjetquhillI chu« 
ſed wes, how to re{iſt the remprartions of pouertie, ſick. 
ncs,ſfchame,and ſorrowes of ys Iyte: Silke, ofthe fe. 
hcitice of the life ro come, and certaine diſcourſes in 
Yaiſe of the mercic, juſtice, power, and providence of 

God. Al theſe I conceived,hrit by a general notion, and 
for helping of my memory, | ſer them downe in wrir,in 
maner of a table,or memoriall:ever awayting the occa- 
Gon quhen, and how | mich: followe them torthin ors 
der,as | had deviſed, Butl was lo hindred and drawne 
away with warldly affaires , that mair nor the Pare 
| z haite 


- To the Chriſtian Reaaecy, 


half a zeir,] came burlicle ſpcid in my interpriſed wark 
Quhill ar laſt, in che zcir 1592. irplcaſed God ro viſiee 
mc with a Feucr ake-ne, quhilk yulgarly wee callrhe 
Excclſc, In bk lorte,that al warldly cares and impedi- 
ments were rem»oucd,and my mind altogether ſerled 
on the ſeruice of my God, Neuertheles, my intirmirie 
was (o great,that during the time of ny ficknes (quhilk 
laſted thre Moneths)l wes vnableto compoſe or write 
ary thing: ſaue only.at ſometime to read the Scripturs, 
or cauſe them tobe redde ro me: Alwaics,being vuely 
rouched with the Lords rod,[It brochr forth gud eftcts 
m mc: For thereby I was farre humbled, and not with- 
out great feeling baith of mine awin finn, and of Gods 
mercie: my cheifexerciſe wes ro medirate on the Jawe 
of the Lord,and roclenge my defiled heart,Bur ſa lone 
as the Feuerbeganto {laik, and to convalcfle:ſaſoone 
did [ſcarch out my mentoriall, and put my hand co the 
pen, carncitly proſecuting my interrupted warke, And 
beginning ar the refiſtance of remprations, Lrhocke 
thay michtallbe commodiouſly comprehendit ynder 
a generallrreariſe of aftlition : quhilk by reaſon 1had 
lanly before taſted: It michr appear that by gods grace 
| miche write the more feeling]y thereof. Hauing then 
accomplithed the firſt erearite, proceeded without de- 
lay to the ſecond: And in the meane ſeaſon,while I wes 
ko hand thairwith: behold, contraRed ane vther hea- 
we diſcaſe:even afwelling, and a defluQion of apurri- 
hed humor in my legges, and vther partes of my bodie 
(quhilk commonly tollawis thatkind of Feyer) So that 
Iwas thereby made vnable for ony traucl!l:; Bur for the 
mailt parr,and by reaſon of the cold ſupcryenicnt win- 
ter, | was tyed to the bed, mairnor the ſpacc of ſax Mo- 
neths, This made baith myſelf, and the time mair pro 
per torthe accompliſhing of the wark begunne : For [ 
was gr1m, and brocht wondrous lowe with paine in wy 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader, 


fleſh: And being ſeperat from the companie of men,my 
deletation tor rhe maiſt pare wes, eo bee vecupied in 
contemplation, in compoſing, and ſerving of my Sod. 
So hauing hnithed the ſecond treatiſe, T proc eidieto 


che diſcourles or praiſes: And laſt, for coronation of my 
litle wack, ro the effeR that the, tnward trouble of the 


mindc might be alliweill diſcouered, and icliited, as the 


externall troubles of the war!ld, I beganne a treatiſc of 


Conſcience: allthe quhikk rreatiſes, it pleaſed the Lord 
to proſper and accompliſh inthe wark hands of his ſer-. 
uant, as thou may ſce inhalfea 2cirs ſpace : quiulk be- 
ing out-runne, the extremitie of my paine did ceaſe, & 
the Lord from day to day reſtored me: !n bk forte, thac 
appearantly,he had caſten me on the bed,to the ettect, 
that he micht warke this his wark in me: Nowe as to the 
ereatiſe of afflition,it may perhaps appeir,throughthe 
multitude and prolixitic of cgrefſtons. , to be Iefle me - 


thodicall nor the reſt : Bur I hope gif you marke it nar. 


row!y, and richely diſcerne the digreflions, fromthe 
lincal point of the treatiſe,as they are ſet downe in the 
Argument thereof, thou fall :nd ir not withour cohe. 
rence, and the amplitication not without prohte, The 
treatiſes of praiſe , and of the liſe ro come , are a large 
field: by reaſon quhairof many thinges may bee eiked 
chairto.Bur the rreatiſe of Conicience,becaule it 1s de» 
vided in Chapters, I eſteeme 1t to be of belt mcerthodc, 
and mai ſol1de dofrine, Finally, I wil aflure thee, thar 
[ ncucr entred to meditate on this my little warke, nor 

put my hand to the pen, without carneft invocation on 
the Nawe of the Lord, for the athiſtance of his ſpirite, 
Thatl michr vtter the wordes of knowledge , and of 
trueth,to his glory,and to the comfort of my brethren, 

Therefore, thatl may end, as I beganne , whatſocuer 

comfort or inſtrutioun thou recc1ue (my Brother)of 


theſe treatiſes,giue rhe praiſe thereof only ro the Lord, 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


and tohis yndehled Lambe Chriſt leſits, ſeing ro them 
all glory juſtly apperreinis for cuer, God graunt you 
may be na lefſe mooucd in the reiding,nor 1 was in rhe 
writing of theſe treatiſes : the grace and peace of out 
Lord lelus Chrilt bee with rhy fpirite. Amen, Art my 
chamber the 26, of September. 1593. 


ns. re Fe RY 


< TS CEA ty 


By me, 4 louiny Brother of al them that 
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DOT IO 
$92.62, 


#/ 
/ 


cothem, Se oY Cy? 
avin the LOROBOBORGL 
pie cA N E 
BRIEFE- TREATISE 
OF CONSCIENCE. 
that | 


CHAP. 


Duhat Conſcienceis, and how it  differis 
from » knowledee. 6. 


RRC of / Ft Tt, Liffed 15he Tay isthe A- Rom,! 4,221 
1þ EL, poltle Pau! 1) that con- 
[SV] p ==" demneth not himſelfe 
7 Ws ALY inthatthing quhilk hee 
387% . SAY allowecth : For hee that 
: = Joubtis , 15 condemnit 
ifheteat, becaus hce catis nor of faith: 
Reg quharſoener1s nor of faith, is finne. 
In thir wordts the Apoſtle avucitis Nims, 
blifled, that is not condemnir nor accu- 
fit be his awin Conſczence, in that thing 
quhilk hee dots. On the vther pairt, hee 
countis the man condemnit, that doub- 
tis quhidder that thing be gude or ewll 
quhuyk he dois: And he ſubjoy nts thereſ- 
Fl joun, 


00-28 2A he Wa 
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ſoun , becaus (fayts hee)it 1s not done 1; 
faith,that is to ſay,the doer thairof 1s na 
certified be his Conſcience that hee doi 
well: For all that 15 not of fatth;that 1s t: 


fav, allthat procetdis not of anc vprich 


Conſcience,is finne. Nowe,ſcing thatth! 


point of Conſcience, is of ſo great im 


portance, it is verry neceſſary that we 
knowe quhat Conſcience is. It wald ap 
peare be the phraſe of peaking, quhilk 
men are accuſtomed to vie, that Conſcs 
ence were acertaine ſubſtance, and (ub 
ſtantal pairtofman, thatſubliitis be th, 
ſelf: Borleilt ony ſuld be diflarfit heirin 
it1s tobe vnderſtand , that Conſcience 
namaira ſubſtance, nor thethocht, thi 
relloun, or the memoric ; bot 1s onehee ; 
fuhction or office of the ſaul, like as tha) 
are: For man conlijtis onely of twa fub 


_ ſtantiallpairtis, to wit, the ſaull, and tl 


bodic: All the relt ofthe pairtis ofmar 
are bot accidentis,euen qualiteis and of 


fices ofthe body , and of the ſaull. Cor 
ſaence then, isaperfite knawledge, or: 


ſuirperſwaſtoun inthehairtotman,tha 
ot 
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done inhis thochtis,wordis,or deidis,ar gude, or 


of 15 not 


That thay ar euil. Thairfoir like as that of- 


icedois fice of the faul,quhairby man dots think, + 
1atis to amagine and apprchend thing1ts, 1s callit 
vpricht the thocht, or the minde : And that fun- 
atthis Etioun quhairby hee ditcuſlis, and decer- 


eat 1m- 
lat wee 
ald ap- 
Juhilke 
Conſct- 
1d fth- 
dethe 
hciring 
ences 
it, the 
iche a 
s thay 
aſub- 
1d the 
fman 
1d of- 
Con- 
Or2 
that 


his 


nis of the thingis conſaur. 1s callit reſon 
or judgement: And that othice of the ſaul 


quhairby the thingis apprehendit, and 
diſcuſſed,ar conſeruit and keipit, is callir 
the memorie: Euin (wa, that functioun 


and office of the ſaul quhairby man 1s cer 
tified that hee hes done, ſaide, or thochr 
that quhilk is gude, or that quhulk is euil, 
i5 callir , Conſcience. 

Now the difterence betuix Knawledg 
and Conſcience , may be this: Firlt;knaw- 
ledge is mair generall, nor Conſcience : 
For knawledge may bee extcndit to all 


'thingis that fallis vnder the vnderttan- 


ding, alfiveill fpirituall,as temporall and 
warldly things , and totheettairis of v- 
ther men. Bot Conſcience 1s a particular 
knawledg quhilk every man hes of him- 


{elf, and thatonlie ofthe thochtis,words 


and 


ng 
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and deids, quhilk he hes committit,vh 
ther thay be gude or euill. As for exan 
ple: I know quhart che commandement 
of God ar,quhilk he hes geuin vs to kei! 
This cannor as zat be callit Conſcrence 
for icis onhie anaked knawledge quha 
nadetd is done: Bot quhen I knowe th: 
I haue brokin rthir Commaundement 
quhilk God hes geuin me, thair arryl 
Conſcience, #C anc cuill Conſcience, thi 
15tofav, ance: ll knawledge of my {ell 
through the deid that I haifdone:Agai 
I knaw it repenteth me,thar I haif viol; 
the commandement of God , and that 
belcif thacIeſus Chrilt hes atisfyir 
my offence: Heir arryiis the teſtimon! 
ot a gude Conſcrence. Siklike, Iknaw ſur 
men that hes committit greuous finnt: 
That hes nathing to do with my Conſe 


ence. foritis ane vther manisdeid : Bc 


quhcn Iknaw that I haif commitrtit an 
havnous oftence 'my felfe; that twichi 
my Conſcience. Againe, Lknaw , and ar 
certainly perfivadit,that Abraham wes 
faithfull man and familtar with GO L 
NCcuct 
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titzvheNeuerth eleſle 5 thi g knawledg cannot be 
rexamygallit Conſcience : Bot gifl woulde deny 
ementighar,quhilk Iknaw, S& quhairot Lam cer- 
© keiptainly perfadit , in ſadoing, Liuld hait 
ſcience, anc Tl Conſcience: FOr1N 1 word.thair 
 quhairmon be cuer a deid done,a word ſpoken, 
We thator athochr conf{tit, annixit, and JOYnie 
:mentisSwith the knawledge, to make 1t arrile 11 
arry11s Conſcience. The veherditterence quhilk 1 
e, thatmarkbetuixknawledge, and Conſcience, 
ny ſeltejs;that manis knawledge is mair certain, 
'Agaitnorhis Conſcience furrtyme is : For that 
 Violat quhilk manknawi1s , hee either compre- | 
d that I hendis it with his outward ſenſes, or vn- 
It for der{tandis the cauſes thairof; either elſe 
monic hes ane ſufficient authoritie and warranr 
wium for him,that it is fwa: Bot at ſumrymehe 
{innts: may haifane cuill Conſcience, quhair he 
Conſct- hes naſuffticient warrant for him,ſaue on 
|: Bot Jiea ſuir perſwaſtoun, and eſtimatioun 
it ane within himſelte, of thatthing quhutk 1s 
vichis fals. As forexample : hee that cſtemis 1t 
1d am vnlauchfull to cic of every kinde of mett 
wesa Jndifterentlie atall tymes;z Git heenot- 
O D: withſtanding, make na diftercnec 1n ca- 
cuer- | + ting 
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ting ofevery kinde of meat atalltymes; 
hee! man hait aneeuill Conſczence; becaus 
he dots that thing quhilk hee eſtemis to 


| bewrangin his hart, and inſa doing lin- 


neth: Neuertheles, hee can haifna fith- 
Ciznt warrand tor him, to elteme it vn- 
lauchfullro cit of ey ery kinde of meat in- 
difterently at alltimes, ſeinig it is fals of 
itſelfe. Toconclude,thatquhilk the Lord 

15to lay to manis charge, and quhairot 
man 1s a(trictit to rander account at the 
latter day of judgement,it fallis all vnder 
Conſcience: For then every manis Con- 


ſcience, ſallbeir him witnes,quhat he hes - 


done,ſaid;thocht, or belcitit, whether it 
be gude, or euill, and how Gale {ocuer 
it be, itſal be diſcloſed that day , quhen 


the counſels of all harts ſalbe maide 0- 


pen and maniteſt. 
CHAP. Il. 


How the word Conſcience gs drverſly taken: 


and of the divers ſortes of Conſctences. 


V E haifdeclared heirtofoir,that 


Conſcience, Sa funtion or of- 


fice of theſaull, even a k we , Or 
{11 


OF CONSCIENCE. I3 
ſuir perſwaſioun, quhilke man hes with 
| himlelte, thatthethingis ather gude or 
euill quhilk he dois, quhilkhe hes done, 
or is of intentioun to do : As the ſ1gniht- | 
catioun and pith ofthe wordit felt doth 
import: Forthe latine. word, Conſcientia, 
(from the quhilk the worde , Conſcience - 
cummis) is compoſed of the Prepofiti- 
on,cam,auhilk ſignifyis in our language, 
with , & Scientia, quhilk !1gnities Science, 
or Knawledge; as git wee wald fay , the 
knawledg quhuk man hes inwartly with 
himlſelfe, ofall his actiounis, wordis,and 
cogitations:Bot to makthe found of the 
word mair agreeable , the Prepolitioun 
cam,is changit into cop,be a litlemutati- 
on of the letters : quhilk is athing very 
frequent in the compolition of wordes 
mrthe Latine tongue. This is the proper 
ſignification and originall of the worde 
Conſcience . Neverthelelle , the Conſct- 
ence of man, 1s not onely taken for the 
knawledg, and ſuir perfivalion quhilk he 
hes with himſelf, as a function and office 
ofthe ſaull:But alſo,is ofrymes raken for 
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theſavull it eltc : as may appeate be the 
phraſcs.and figuratiue kind of ſpeaking, 


quhilke men arc Fcuſto! ome: vic. f# 


quhen weeſay, a peaceable Conſcience, 
a remording or a byting Conſcience, a 
wounded Conſcicnce, a ſentles Conſcrence 
and withour feeling , atr roubled. affli- 
cted, and tormenred 1 Conſcience. [tis cut- 
dcent,thart theſe Epitheits and ritles,arc 
not 12 Proper tO Conſeience, (Q uhilke is 
bur aknawledg,& anc: ge of the faul) 
25 thay ar tothe ſaul itfelf: Thairfoir, to 
the effect that every Hoop may havethe 
awim proper & m: ailt conuenient name, 
I waldrather ſay, that through the teſt1- 
monie of mans Conſcience, that is , by 
the invard knan ledge of that quhilk he 
hes done, ather gude orcuill, the ſaull is 
made peac eabill,is made to haifrendne, 
1s woundit or torinentit ; Nor, to attri- 
bute {1k {tyllis vnto the Conſcrence. Bot 
foraſineikle, as the former kind of ſpeich 
1s commonly vi1t inthe {criptures , and 
that the offices of the ſþiritare ofrymes 


taken,by a borrowit kinde of ſpeich, for 
the 
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OF CONSCIENCE. 5 
the ſprit it felte : I will alſo attributethir 
titles and {tyl1s, baith to the Corſcrence, 
and to the Saul indifferently, as thay are 
commonly vi1t: For leſteme itſalbe ve- 
ry calic, be that ditterence quhulk we hatt 
alrcady made, to vnderſtand quhat may 
be properly ipoken of the ſaull quhilk 1s 
alubſtance; and ofthe Conſcience quhuik 
15naſubliance, buronely a funCtion or 
work ofthe {aull wrocht in man. 

Our cheite denifion then of Conſcs- 


ence, {albethis: quhen the deide quhulk 


man hes done is gude of it (clic, [11s kno- 
ledge is allo gude, & heir arry{is a gude 
and vprichr Conſcience. One the vther 
part, quhen the detde done 1s euill, the 


| knawledge and Conſcience 15 likewiſe c- 
| will: In ik fort,thatof the g gude and righ- 


rcous deide , Proceiais the gude and vp- 
richt Conlcience and of the wickit and 
eu] deid, proceidis the corruptit and c- 
w1ll Conſcience: And vnder thir twa ſor- 
Lis of Conſciences, gude, and emll, allthe 


reſt of the lortis are comprehendit: To 


wit, a peaceable Conſcience , A remor- 
| ding 


4.0 
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ding or a biting Conſcience , a cauteri- 
zedor aſentles Conſcience; a wounded 

Conſcience, and a troublit or tormentit 
Conſciencs: Of the quhilkis ſpeces and 
i kindes, wee are particularlic to intreate: 
i Andtirſt of a gude Corſcicnce , and the 
diuerſe kindes thairof. 


CHAP, III. 


Of agude Conſcience, and the diners kinds 
thairof. 


'He Conſcience of man may bee cal- 
=» lirgude and vpricht, thre manner of 
ways; Firſt , quhen hee eſchewis that | 
quhilk 1s euill of it ſe]f,ather vpon knaw- 
ledge, or vpon a ſuir perfivalion that the 

thing is em] quhilkhe eſchewis.Second- | 
Iy, quhen he followis that quhilk is gude | 
and richteous of itfelfe, ather knowing | 
afluredly , or being certainlic perfivadit | 
in his hairt, that the thing is gude and | 
richteous quhilk he dois. Thridly,quhen 
he ather dois,or leiths the thing vndone 
that is indifferent of it ſelfe,that is to ſay, 
neither gude nor cuill; and that vpoun | 
knaw- | 


OF CONSCIENCE. 17 


knawled ge, or vpon a ſuir perfivalioun 

that the telfe ſame thing is :ndiffercnt 
quhulk hee dois , or leithis vndone. Bur 
quhair EL" i cichewis that quhilke 
is euill, or indifterent of it ſell: ather clic 
followis that quhilk 15 richteous , or in- 
ciftercnt,vpon ignorance, or vpon acci- 
dent: Thair can be na teltumony of a Sl .d 
Conſcience thair : For that quhilk 15 done 
vpon Ignorance, 1s opponit vnto that 
quhilk1s done vpon knawlcdge, quhair- 
upon Conſcience mon proceide . In lik 
ſort,that to mak the teitimonic of manis 


Conſcience, gude, baith the deede quhilk 


he dois mon be gude of itſelte , or atthe , 
leijt indifferent, & & the doer hail Mon 
ather knaw perfytlic, or haif aſuir per- 
{ivalton in his hart that the thing 1s gude 


|. oratleiſt, indifferent quhitk he dois. The 


difference quhilk I make berwixt knaw- 
ledge, and a uir perlwalion, is this: that 
knawledg is groundit vpona fur autho- 
ritie, and warrand out ofthe worde of 
Gad: and that ſuir perliwalion, is onely 
a coniltant opinioun COn{auit i 111 manis 
B hairt, 


-g2 
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hairt,thata thing is ſa, or not ſa, withour 


 ony certaine warrand: Bot foralſmeikle, 


as mans Coyſcience can nather beir wit- 
nes with him,nor a A him,bur accor- 
ding to mans awin ont I and vader 


ſtanding; hee ſuld beware tharhe lippin 


not over meikle in the teſtimonie of his 
awin Conſcience: For albeit, al thatman 
dois aganis his awin Corſczence be f1nn: 
Neuertheles, all that is done according 
to Conſcience , is not gude and withour 
ſinne: In reſpe& that mans Conſcrence, 
will oftymes certefie him, that the deede 
quhilk he dois, is gude of it ſelfe,quhen it 
15 euil: And bethe contrair,that the deed 
quhilk he hes done is euil of it ſelf,quhen 
itis gude and richtcous. As for example 
the lewis quhen thay crucifyit our Savi- 
our Ieſus Chriſt, were per{wadit in their 
Conſcience, that thay had nor crucified 
the Sonne of God; and zit thay were dil- 
futit: Sicklyk, na doubt but ſome of the 
Papilts are certefyit be thair awin Com- 
ſcience, thatthay do welinmaking thair 
juppli-ations vntothe ſauls of the ſaints 
depare 
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departit;and.zir tha; are difſauit bethair 
Conſcience . Heirtoiy, feing ie reſtemo» 


nie of mans Conſczence, is oftymes difla» 


uabill and fals: In the chingis, quhairby 
the doing,or not doing of thame , may 
follow fin; hee auchrtto hart his warrand 
out of theword of God, and not to con= 
fide in the teſtimony of his Conſctence. 
Novvuhitanding, in things inditterent; 
25 to marrie, or leif vammarried: to wearc 
coſtly apparel] on the Sabboth day, or 
- Notto weare it : to vie,ornotto vie mo« 
deratc excrcitioun of the bodic; or til eat 
meat with welchen or vaweſchin hands: 
In doing ofthir and {iklike thingts, afuir 
perſiva{ion of thame, that thay ar things 
11different, 15 futticient to ſaifman from 
ſinne, without ony farther warrant : Bur 
hee that doubtis whether hee hait done 
weill or euill in following, or eſchewing 
ony thing,albcit the thing be indifterent 
of it ſelf, zit he finnis : becaus hee hes na 
teſtimonie nor aflurance of his Conſce- 
ence for that quhilk he do1s,quhilk every 
han aucht to haitin all his ations, 


: As 
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20 ANE TREATISE 
As concerning the nature and quali” 
ties of a gude Confcience; It wilbe _ 
abill, ir will fomertunes haue remorſe, SC 
ſetimes it wil be woundir & troublit. 
Mans Conſcience may be callit peacea- 
bill, rwa manner of way1s : The ane 1s, 
quhen his Conſcience gitfis him reſt, and 
acculis hunnot, bur allowis and appre- 
vis all that heedois, as weill done. This 
kind of peace 1snot onely proper to the 
gude Conſcience, and weill doer, but allo 
to theeutl Conſcience and euildoer: For 
he that commuttis wickitnes ather vpon 
ignorance, or vpon a perfivalton that he 
dois well;or hee that hes the hart harde- 
ned, and is not mouitnor troublic with 
the euill quhilk hee dois;that man (I fay) 
will hait ſum tyme peace of Conſczence 
for a time: although inthe end,the accu- 
{ation andtorment ot his Conſcience wil 
be horrible and great. In coni1deration 
whereof,it wald bee diligently marked, 
that mans Conſcience. dois not alwaies 
accuſc,nor trouble himyfa fone as the1in 
and wickitnes.is commuttit:Na,na,he wil 
haue 
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haue inward peace of minde for a time, 
his Conſcience will flatter him, the cies 
of his minde wil be blindit, and his hart 
will be thut vp: during the quhilke ryme 
his Conſcience will be peaceabill, he will 
haifinward reſt of the minde, andlief in 
careles fecuritie: Bot quhen the lord be- 
gins tochop, to appeall the Conſcience, 
& to Open the cies of the hairt, that man 
may ſee thevglines of his awin fin: Then 
begins the Conſcience to accuſe, to con- 
demne, and to torment man with terribil 
prickis,with feartull terrors, and intolle- 
rable paine. T hairfotr , quhen this kinde 
of peace proceidis from knawledge.rhat 
1s, quhen man hes aſuir warrand of the 
word of cod for thatquhilk he dots, then 

is it g11de,and the Conſciencevpricht: But 

quha ar 1t lacketh that warrand of Gods 

worde, it 1s da; 1gerous,8& not tobe lipnir 

in:For as I hait faid,the wickit mans Con- 

ſerence will flatter him, and beare him 

falſe witneſle,quhairby he wil haif peace 
and reſt for a time. The vther kinde of 
peace 1s, quhen after greate trouble of 
- EC4D the 
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the ſpreit and Conſczence, through the 
{ichr ofmans linne ; and ofthe wrath of 
God aganisfinne; man obtainis inward 
| peace andreit of his Conſcience , by ap- 
prehending mercy throgh lejus Chriſt, 
and by the allurance quhiik the fpreit of 
God gives tothe ipreit otman , that his 
linnes arforgiuen him. This 1s the true 
peace © Conſcience, and is onely proper 
to the choſen children of God, = 
Mairouer, the gude Conſcience will 
 remord and bite: that is to ſav,it will oft- 
times call to remembrance the {1nnes, 
quhilk man hes committit, and will ac- 
cuſc, andprick him with an inward pain 
thairfoir: This remorſe and byting,is al- 
ſo aquality that is common. batth tothe 
- gude and euill Copſctence: Bot the dille- 
Tence betwixtthe remorſe ot the godly 
andotthe wickit, 15 notable and greate: 
For that remorſe quhilk the godly hath, 
| bringis a godly dolour withittor the fin 
 commitrit, makes man toſeik the reme- 
die ofthe inwardprick and paine quhilk 
hc hes,evento humble hunſelt befoir his 
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God by earneſt repentance, and fervent 
praier , quhairby hee ftindes releete and 


comfort: But the wickit man, albeit hee 


haue the remorſe and paine of his Cor- 
ſcience : Nevertheleſle, hee is not mouit 
with ony godly forrowe, neither ſeiks he 
the remedie for the paine , norreflauis 
ony releit or comtort from aboue. Heir- 
foreI mon ſay, that the remorſe and by- 
ting, is the qualitie ofa gude Copſcrence: 
I ſay nor, that the deede 1s gude, quhilk 
makis man to hauc reinorle of Conſcs- 
ence, for that is(inne: ButI ſay, thatto 
have remorſe of Con{crence forthe inn, 
ir is gude,, andis propertothe children 
of God: For, without remorſe thair can 
beno repentance : And fecing that the 
fragilitie of mans nature1s fo great, that 
hc can not ab{taine from ſinne fo long 
as he is 1n this lite,ze the mailt juſt & vp- 
richt man falls oftymes euery day ; and 
the c{tut ofatruc Chriſtians life,is bur 2 
continual falling and arryſing:Ic is maiſt 
neceſlary that the Conſcience of man be 


exerciſit with afrequent remorſe: For as 


4 l 
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I have (aide, without it, repentance can 
' not be, & 1t makes man to ſ{eikthe reme- 
dice,and to inde releif and heauenly con- 
ſolatioun. 

Finally ,the gude Confcrence will be 
| ſometime wounded, and troubled: and 
whereby? enen by the commemoration 
 andconlideration of rhe {1nnes quhilke 
man hes committed: Ze not onely the 
conſcience, butalſo the ſpreit and ſaull, 
and all the functions thairof,and the hail 
eltaitof the richteous wan, by thetchr 
of {inn will be {air vexit and troublit.Bur 
meikill mair the fpreit and faull of the 
wickitman, throughtheſichr offin will 
be tormentit,confiddering that the ſame 
turnisintheend,to his veter confuſion: 
Quhairas the trouble of the richteous 
| ſaullfalbe turned into glaidnes , and re- 
dound to xternall ſaluation : Bur ofthis 
trouble of the ſpreit and Conſcience, wee 
{all hcirctter intreatmair at large. 


CHAP. III, 
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CHAP. III. 


Of ane enill Conſcience;the diners kindes, 
and qualities thairof. 


 Tkeas of -eill doing, aryſis the teſti- 
monie of a gude Conſcience : even 
ſ,of enilldoing, aryfis ate emll Confct- 
ence: For looke wherein, in any forme 
is committed; either in thocht, word or 
deid;zwhether ſa it be wittingly,on 1gn0- 
rance,on raſhnes, or on ſer purpoſe: Of 
force thair mon be ane enill Conſcience, 
ane en1ll knawledge thair: And as thair 
is degrees of finnes; euen ſa is there de- 
grees of Conſciences: For the tewar, and 
ofleſſe waightthetinnes be,theberrer is 
the Conſcience of him that commntteth 
them : And the ma in number. or mair_ 
grieuous the finne be, theworſe 15 the 
Conſcience, of the commrnrar. Nowe, of 
the ſins whereby the Conſcience of man 
15 woundit and madecuil: There is a {tn 
quhilk maybe committed agants knaw- 
ledge:Alinne according to rams. 
Pp a linne done vpon ignorance.Alt Ty 
Z Y three 
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three kindes of finnes arc accellgrie, and 
annex1t to anc eu] Conſcience . As ro 
the firſt, quhen man knawis , oris fuirly 
perſivacit with himſelſe ,quharis wtang, 
and zitdois it: And quhat 15 richr; and ztt 
lertis it vndone; he then (innis agants his 
awvinknawliedge: and this 1s a high degre 
of fin; and the workt kinde of Conſcience, 
quhIk is gutne of wiltull crrourt In fik 
{ort,char albeit thedeid be gude,or indif- 
ferent of it ſelte, It man eltceme, and be 
per aditin his hairt thatit is euill, and 
it dos it It 15 euill to him, andin doing 
thairot he fins and oftendis: For allthat 
45done aganis knawledge, or aganis the 
thinking and perſwaſion Ot the hairt, is 
ſinne. 1 lic ſecond fort of finne is, quſilk 
isnot done directly aganis naw ledge, 
but rather according tw knaw! lege, and 
#657 and at length producis c- 
r the teſtimonie of ane cuill Conſcs- 
on As quhen man dots that quhilkis 
eullot it (fe, ypon afalſe truſtand per- 
ſivaſon that he dots weill : or quhen hee 
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Intentioun, tothe effect that gude may 


come of it. Ihis 1s allo anc euill Conſcs- 
ence,quiulk fatters man in hisawin fin: 
Andthou (O man) that v11is {1k a forme 
ot doing, thy Conſcience quhilk fiatters 
theenowe, fall ane day accuſe and con- 
demne thee for lcaning ſa mcikilto thy 
awin waik wit and deceauable OPIN1ON. 
Bor you wil object and1ay,thatthy Con- 


ſcience mouis thee fo rodo, being fuurly 


erſwadit in thy hairt,ot thy well doing; 
Lip Ize1ld vnto thee, that in doin 
thethings quhilk are gude, or ar the leil} 
indifferent of them ſclucs, a ſure perſva- 
ſion that thoudois na wrong , may be a 
ſufficient warrant tothee : But in thoſe 
things quhairby the doing or omitting 
ofthem, the Majeitie of God may be ot- 
fended, thy vaine per{wattons and falſe 
witnes or thy flattering Conſczence , can 
be no defencenor warrant vnto the: For 
in all thinges quhilk may import finne, 
thou aucht tohauethe authoritie ofthe 
word, & command of God for thy war- 
rant, Siklike wilt thou (O fooliſh man) 


go 
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doem|! that gude may come of it? I pray 
theetell me , where hes thou1tk a com- 
mandment giuen thee of God? orthinks 
thou, thatthou mailt tranſgreſle the or- 
dinance of the moſt high , either by do- 
ing that quhilk he hes torbidden thee to 
do,or by lcauing that vndone quhilk he 
hes commandit thee to do; & then cloke 
thy ſinne with thy intention, by ſaying, 
that thou did al forthe beit,that thy pur- 


- poſe andintention was gude, and that 


man is tadged according to his mtentt- 
on? Na, na, thy intentton fall bena rele- 
vant defence vnto thee, inthat reſpect: 
For thou perverts thar gude ſentence. I 
graunt, wherethy intention agreis with 
the will of God,quhen thou intends, and 
endevours thy ſelfto pleaſe God, andto 
keep his Commandements : The Lord, 
for his ſone Teſus Chriſts ſake, wil accept 
thy gude intention, and be well pleaſed 
with the gude affeCtion of thy- heart, al- 
beit (throw thy awin fragilitie, or vther 
externall impediments) thou never exe- 


cute nor pertorme thy intentioun. Bur 
| quhzair 
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quhair thy actions are repugnant tothe 
ordinance of God,otnecellitic thy zeale 
mon be blind, &rhy intention ew, how 
gudeſocuer it appeir in thine awin ctes: 


- neither (al ir ſerue for a lawful excuſe vn- 


to thee, but for a point ofdittay to con- 


| demnetheec,in the day of the Lords rich- 


_——— 


teous judgement: For when the Lord ſal 
lay downe his Law,as arule before thee, 
{all open the blinded cies otthy heart, 8 
appeale thy Cenſcience: Thou fall then 
know,and contelle,that the Lord ſuld be 
ſerved according to his holy ſtatutes & 
commandements, andnot according to 
thy toolith braine and conceits, nor zit 
after the traditions of men. The thrid 
ſorre of linne, quhairby the Conſcrence of 
man ts damnifyit & hurt,ts nether com- 
mittit aganis knawledge, norzit vpon a 
per{waſion and pretence of weil doing; 
Burt 15 done on mere ſtupiditic and 1gno- 


' rance. As when man either 1s in doute, 


whether the thing'be gude or cuill, that 


he dois: ather els is altogidder negligent 


andcareles quhat he dois; nocht taking 
| heed 
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heed, nor trying whether his attons be 
jult or vnjuſt, -Heir it wald appeare, that 
| this kinde of itnne can nocht touch the 

Conſcience: In reſpect, that Conſcience is a 

knawledge of adeid done;bur ignorance 

t5 opponit to knawledge; andthereforc 
cannot concerne,nor cortupt the Conſce. 
ence. The trueth is,thar all kinde of tinne 
infets the Conſcience and faull of man: 

And lecing that all iniquirie done vpon 
1gnorance, is fin: For neither ignorance 

negligence,raſhnes,nor waiknes, canbe 
ajult defence and exculc to {inne: Thair- 
fore,it mon follow, that linne committit | 
vpon ignorance,corrupts andinfedts the | 
ſaull and Conſctence. Mairouer, albeit the 
wicked man wil be ſumrime careles, and 

ignorant of the qualicie of his deedes , 
whether thay be gude or euil, and ſa wil 
haue peace of Conſcrence tor a ſeafon:Ne- 
vertheles, hee cannot be ignorant quhat: 
hc hes done,at the time when the fact is 
committed: Yea,although he were baith 
forgettull quhat he had done, and igno- 
rant of the qualiuc of the dead; zirquhen 

| It 
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it fall pleaſe the Lord to knocke at the 
doore of his Conſcience,and to illuminate 


 hisdullvnderſtanding : hefal then batth 


haue his deids recent in memory, & fall 
clearlie vnderſtand, that thay ar cuil and 
wicked, quhairvpon his awin Conſcience 
{all beir witnes againit him. Heirforc, to 
{iinnevpon Ignorance, [ris a dangerous | 
thing: For wee aucht neither to be 1gno- 


rant, norto doubt of the qualitte of our 


aRiouns, bur ſuld have atlurance of our 
Conſciences tor all that we doz & our Con- 


ſciences the allurance of Gods word: The 


quhilk aflurance all men may haue,that 
roy got to beeexerciſedin the Lawe of 
the Lord : For this is maiſt certaine,that 
there 15 nathing quhilk may ſerue tothe 
ſalvation of man, bur it is reveiled by the 
word of God,and ſerdownein the {crip- 
tures: And all that the Lord hath com-. 
mandedvs to do, is gude and richteous: 
All thathe hes defendir, and forbidden, 
15eull and wicked:And all that 15 not 1n- 
hibit and forbidden be'the word of God, 


may be ſaifly done without finne or of | 


fence: 
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fence: providing, that man do it yppon 
knawledge, & doubt not of his awin do- 
mg. 'Thus then we ce , thatby theſe di- 
uers kindes of l1nnes, the Conſcience, and 
Caull of man is infected and corrupted; 
 Andby thelichr & con'1deration thair- 
of, is grievoully wounded; quhairvpon 
there arry(1s a great remors,and trouble, 
in theſpreit and Conſcrence: For quhen it 
pleaſeth the Lordrto ler man ſeethe vg- 
lines ofhis own ſ{inne,his Conſcience then 
beginnes to accuſe him, and co byte like 
aworme, inwardly in the heart : and for 
that cauſe is callit,a biting or remording 
Conſcience : The quhilk remorſe, gnaw- 
ing, and biting, 1s perpetuall in the wic- 
ked, that hes not the grace to ſeik the re. 
medie, as it was 11 Cain: Burt in the clul. 
dren of God it is temporall onely, and 1s 
cured and taken away with blenks of he- 
uenly comforte. Againe, the perverſed 
Conſcience that is opponit vnto this, is 
not mooued with remorie, for any wic- 
kednes that man can commit: Bur as the 
fleth is perſed aud burnt vp with the cau- 


faire + 
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rairequhilk the Chirurgien dois apply, ;,Tim.qa; 


and is thereby made ſ{cniles and without 
feeling: Euin ſathe Conſcienceis infected 
with 11n, andzit hes nafſenſenor feeling 
tharrof:and therfore it 1s called, a caute- 
rized,brunt vp,or ſenfles Conſcience. I his 
proceidis from ane obdured , obitinate, 


* andhardened heart; quhilk continues 1n 


this obſtinacie and blindnes,ay & quhill 
the Lord in his fearefull judgement, be- 


' ginstoſtriketheſaul and Conſcrence with 


terrible terrours and torment: Ihe form 
and manerquhairof,ve hauenixe(berhe 


grace of God)to declare. 


CHAP. V. 


Of thetroubled ſpirit and conſcience,and 
how it differs from melantholie, from viher 
natural arſcaſes,and\warldly ſorrowis. 


'T'**% Spirit of man, andevery functi- 

onofthe ſpirit{either the imaginati- 
on, the reaſoun, the judgement, or the 
memory) may be divers & findric waics 
damnitred andtroubled : Some cyme by 
naturall ficknes and diſeaſes, ſometime 
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by naturall melancholie and cuill diſpo- 
ſition of the body, ſometime by contra- 
Cted melancholic,quhilk man apprehen 
deth through ſorrowe and care of warld- 
ly chingis, Demeninie by the exterior let- 
ſion ofthe partes of the head, quhilk are 
. Called,the ſeats of theſe functions : And 
ſometime through ſudden andextreame 
feare,loue,joy, or vther {icklyke paſſions 
otche minde. Al the quhilk thingis, are 
obſerued by the -mediciners and: chirur- 
giens, & in thair warkis ar aboundanthe 
ictturch. Yea ſometime the Eord by his 
immediate power,wilabſtract the judg- 
ment, the memorie , or vther offices of 
the ſpirit, & wil ſtrike man with frenſle, 
with madnes, or forgerfulnes;&reſtorc 
them againe athis pleafure. Butthe tro- 
bic ot mans Conſcience, is farrexitterent 
. from any of thele troubles: quhilkis ob- 
- ſerued for the mailt pairt, roarriſegfter 
this maner. Quhen tpleiſis the Lord ac 
any time, toſhewe his angry face, and 
to rebuke man for fin, incontinent man 
1s {triken with ſudden feare and;tremb- 

ins 
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ling, and begins to call toremembrance 
uhat ſins he hes commitrit,andquhair- 
in hc hes oftendit his God: Zea,the Lord 
will object his 1innes clearlic before his 
cies, albeitthev haue bene neuer ſa lang 
buried & forgot with man:Quhilk quhen 
he remembers, ſeeth the vglines thairotz 
1s accuſitby his awin Conſcience, & feillis 
the fearce wrath of God kindled againſt 
him for his ſinne;his ſpirit and Conſcience 


15 marvellouſlie troubled, and 1s ſudden 


lic opprelied , with extreamepaine and 
torment : In {1kfort, that the trouble of 
the ſpirit wil oftimes redound to the bo. 
dic,and trouble the whole eſtate of man 
as thogh hewere takin with ſum agonie, 
or ſharp fevar. Iris true, that every man 
whome the Lord fo vitits, will not bee 
alike ſore troubled and tormented ; Bur 
ſum in a higher, ſum in alower deprie, 
according to the moditicarioun of rhe 
Lord: Butheethathes the feeling of his 
awin {inne,and of the wrath of God aga- 
nis his {inne, inthe higheſt degrie; ag | 


man all ce nathing bur the angric face 
4 


of 
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of God, burning like a conſuming fire a- 
ainſt him, and fal thinknavtherthing, 
bur that the Lord in his juſt judgement 
hes caſtin him away , out from his pre- 
ſence& kingdom:Quhilk of al torments, 
that man can ſuffer in this life,is the gre- 
teſt, This kinde of trouble that proceids 
fromthe Conſcience, ſeemis fa ſtrange & 
difticilconatural and warldly men, that 
thay can hardly confaue it,b'1t takes it c- 
uer vp wrang;: andeſtiems thoſe perſons 
that are {o troubled,cither to be furious, 
Junatick,or fantaltick: eitherels to haue 
taken ſum apprehenſton , melancholic, 
or vaine conceit: Zea,not onely appeirs 
it hard vnto them, bur alfo to the very 
Children of God, vnleſle they haue ei- 
ther had ſome tailting of itthemſelues, 
or elſe haue bene wel inttructed therein, 
by tik as hes had the lively experience 
thairof: As itis na wonder thatfleſn and 
blude vnderitand itnot: For itis a great 
mylterie, and awoonderfull wark ofthe 
mailt high,quhilk by natural reaſon, carr 
not be comprehended. Bur as I hane ſaid 
bctore, 
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efore, the differenceberuix rhe trouble 
of the conſcience, & vther troubles, is no- 
table and great. For the diſeaſes before 
rchearled arenatuarall; the diſeaſe of the 
Conſcience, ſupernaturall, The natural diſ- 
ea'cs proceids from the euill conſtituri- 
on and diſpolition of mans body,and his 
warldly forrow, and wanreſt from the ſo» 
licitude & care quhilk he hes of warldly 
things: Butthewanreſt and anxsietie of 
the conſcrence; proceids from the fichr & 
conlider ation ofmans finne. Mairouer, 
we {ce that the natural diſeaſes of the bo- 
dic may be cured,by viing ofnaturall re- 
medies:{1cknes may be healed, by the ap- 
plication of falutaire medicaments: The 
melancholious humors may be purged, 
andthe body brought to a gude rempe- 
rature and conſtitution:Bur all the Phiſ1- 
tians,and all the natural medecine vnder 
heauen,can na mair re:neid the woundir 
conſcience, nor corporall meat and drinke 


cannouriththeſaul; or naked words can 


ſatisfie thehunger & thirlt of the body. 
oiklike, the diſpleſure and ſorrow quhilk: 
J man 


28 ANE TREATISE 


- man contracts,either through the loſle, 


orthrough the care and delire of earthly 
things; wil cither,through tract ot ryme 
vaniih away, quhair thingis loſt cannor 


| berecouered; or be turned into joy and 
contentment, quhen hee obtamerhthe 


things thathe dilired;whether (a it be r1- 
ches,promotion, or victory over his ene 
mies: But all the riches, honour.,and ple- 
ſures of the warld, wil never relecuethe 
proge of a tormented conſcience; (vnles it 

e for a very ſhortſpace) while inwarde 
comfort be given of the comforter, the 
haly Ghoſt. deny not butthatthe Lord 
will ſometime vic ourward affliction, as 
a means quhairby hee will cauſe man to 
Call his {innes to remembrance, & con- 
lequently, wil make his awin conſcience 
to condemne and torment him : Burtthe 
laule a. 1 conſcience beeing once deeply 
wound. ;z na worldlie contolation, nor 
carthlie remecdie can avail: while the fpt- 
rite of God worke firſt inwardly in the 


heart. Farther,it is to be vnderſtand,thar 


not onelic the wicked and reprobate are 
ACcu- 


"MH * I --# - 
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accuſtomed to haue this trouble & prick 
of conſcience: Bur alſo the very choſen 
children of God, yea his deareſt ſervants | 
hes euerbene, andzit are, maiſt ſubject 
to the feiling of thair awin ſin and weak- 
nes: Quhairby thay wil be ſometimes re- 
ducedto lik extremitie, that thair faith 
wil be altogether ſmored for a ſeaſon, & 
thay brocht tothe very brinke, and bor- 
dour of deſperation.Notwithſtanding,al 
theirſufterings, in the end redounds to 
their eternall joy and falvati6n : Quhair 
by the contrair, the troubles of the wic- 
ked,turnis at laſtto their vtter wrack and 
confution: For albeit the Lord,to trie & 
to humble his awin, & to let them knaw 
thair awin infirmities, wil ſumty me hide 
his face for alitle ſeaſon,and couer them 
as it wer, with a cloud:during the quhilk 
ſpace, they wil be in greit anguith & per 


O - o 
plexitic,overſhadowed with heavines Sc 


' darknes,like the Moone ecclipſed,&pri- 


nate of the lichr of the Sunne: Neverthe- 
leſſe, inthe middes of thair miſeries, he 
wil edge by the cloude,and ſhewe thame 
1 blenks 
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blenks of mercy,otcomfort,and of lichr: 


and atlaſt willrurne his lowing counte- 
nance againe,and driue away althedark 
nes,and heavines of thair ſauls, and 11u- 
minat them with eternal licht, and glad- 
nes. Toconclude, I wilſay this metkle 
farther, Thatthere is nanewhomethe 
Lord hes predeſtinat to falvation,ouhilk 
ſal not,at ſum time ofthair lite, be trou- 
bled, and tormented in ſome meaſure 


(thoughnotall equallic) in thair ſaull 8 


conſcience, throghthe {iche of thair awin 
{inne:For this is certaine,that wecannor 


_ enter into the rae ae of God,except 


wefirit tufter, and abide tryall: Itis nor 
poſſible, that wee can be exalted with e. 
uerlaſting exaltation,except wee be firlt 
caſten downe and brochtlowe: Ir is not 
poſlible,that we can be partakers ofcter- 
nall glory and gladnes1n the heuen with 
Chnit, vales wee be firſt participant of 
paine with Chriſt, andfeill with him,in 
ſome meliire, thetorments ofhel in our 
ſauils and Corſciences. Thairtore,let eve- 
xy anc of vs make vs for it, and prepare 

| Our 


an tos IR 
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ourſclues for the day of trial and temp- 
tation : Let vs turne in time to God, by 
earnelt repentance, and amendeiment of 
life, before he ſtrike vs in his judgement: 


| Lervs alwaics fice (inn, and follow rich- 


teouſnes,that inthe day of trial the accu- 
ſation of our Conſcience may be theleſle 
feareful: And aboue all things, let vs ap- 
prchend leſus Chrilt crucited for our 
ſinne, with a true and aliuely faith : For 
ifwe once conltantly belecue that ; wee 
may be aflured, that how low ſoeuer we 
be brocht, howe extreame ſoeuer our 
paine and torment be, zitthe uſJue thair- 


oflalbe happic,s& our deliverance joiful, 


CHAP. VI. 


The marks qubairby the woundit conſt Cle 
ence may be knawin . | 


"2 Vhair the ſaul & Conſcienceis wouns 
ded and oppreſled, throughthe 


! fichroflinne, andthroughthe feeling of 


Gods wrath againſt man for finne; there 
is na quietnes nor contentment there: 
COD tn M2n rm = 1"Page 
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For, howe can there be any reſt, or dele- 
ation, quhairmanhes a feiling of Gods 


wrath kindled aganis him,and is perſwa- | 
_ dedin his heart, that hee is out of the fa- | 


vour of God? Na, na,ſalang as hee is in 
that eſtare, there isnathing for him bur 


wanreſt,nathing but feare, forrowe, lan- ' 
puithing, wearines,heavines,darknes,& | 


v2 ME 


paine,baith within, and without. In fik * 
ſort,that if there were notintermiſſioun, ' 
at ſometime, ofthe torment, the bodie: | 


werenotable to ſuſtaine it: For the ſul 


and the bodie being joyned together by 


a perfite vnion, The vexation of the ſaul 


extendis to the body, quhilk hes a com- 


aſlion and aſuftering together with the 


faull. Quhairvpon it foltowis, that hee 
quhais troubled in ſpirit and Conſcience, 
wilbe bereft of all naturall reſt , though 
vtherwates he be hail baith in body and 
ſpirit, and thatnature vſe al the right of- 
fices; zitthe Conſcience being wounded, 
the trouble thairof , fall bereif man the 
nichtsſlecp: hisflumbrings wil bethorr, 
and encombred with vglie dreames: his 


wk. 4 
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waiknings wil be trilte,& his body com- 
moved with heit and beitting, asthough 


| hewerein a hever: and his {ins wil come 


; oftin mind, quhilk onna wiſe hee caneſ(- 


pk _ OM RC Ys — 
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chewe,nor forget. Siklike, the meat and 
drink will be lothſome vnrto him:neither 
wil he delight meikil in any warldly ple- 
ſure : Bur all earthly recreation wil bee 
mair ra\tnous, nor dele&table vnto him: 
Zeaicwil appeareto himſelfe,that al the 
creatures of God are animate,as 1t were, 
and conſpired againſt him.Nevertheles, 
the inclination and behavior ofthe wic- 
ked man, beeing viſited by the hande of 
God, wil be far difterent fromthe beha- 
uiour of the godly: For the wicked man 
wil bemair {orrowful for his awin wan- 
reſt,and paine,nor for his finne,quhairby 
hee hes offendit the majeſtic of God. He 
wilalſo blame the in{trumentall cauſes 
of his trouble,mair nor himſelte:and wil 
ſecke vnlawful meanes to bee releifed of 
his paine; ſometime labouring to delait 
itout of his mind, by giuing himſclte to 
warldly pleaſures, and viing of —_— 
an 
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 venging himlelfe on them whome he e- | 


| hisrrouble:and ſometime by conſulting ? 


' ſcaence, as Cainwas, during his whole | 
| lifetyme. By the contrair,the Childe of *® 


great inconl 


44 ANE TREATISE ; 
and riotous companie: ſometyme by res | 


Niems to be the in{trumental cauſes of © 


with ſorcerers,and ſecking refponces of ? 
vncleane [prits. To be ſnort, he hes cuer © 
alooking back to the warld;and it he get | 
any releifofhis paine,incontinent he re- | 
rurnis to his former impictic,like a ſowe | 
ro the puddle, and heaps finne vpon in, Þ 
quhairby his conſcience is mair and mair | 
wounded,and his paine thereafter incre- ® 
ſed: Quhil at the laſt, heefallis invtter | 
deſpair ; and ather puts violenthands in ' 
himſelfe,as Iudas did;or els is perpetual- * 
ly tormented with the worme ofhis cox « | 


his Maker , and is accuſed by his awin * 
conſcience; heis immediatly taken with a © 
godly ſorrowfor his finne,and hes aſee- | 
kin to God for mercic and releif. Not- ' 
wit — hee wil finde in himſelfe a * 
ie,& waiknes: For ſome | 

tyme | 


God, quhen he fecls the correctioun of F 
I 


» - 


| OF CONSCIENCE. «us 


/ re | ryme he wil be ouerſet with ſadnes, and 
e c-} jnane inſtantwil be —_ z Quhairof 
s of | hecannotrender a reafon,bur as the ſpi- 

ing 7 rit mouis him: Sometyme, he wil be for 

s of } vent in praier,ſometime cold and remit- 

2uer | red: Sometime, he wil pray formally and 
get | weil, ſometime informally, being inter- 
> LC- 
IEC 
{1n, } fuſed,that hee cannot pray, but wil vtter 
)air } his paſions with grones, with ſichis, & 
:re- | with ſobbes; Attoure, hee wil have ane 
iter | earneſt deſire to heare the wordofGod 


511 | preached, or red; and wilthink it marve- 
ial- Þ lows comfortable and ſweit: and when he 


n= | heares any partthereof that rouichis him 
ole | ſelfe, whether fa ttbe the deſcription of 
: of 7 his miſcrie, or the gracious promiſes, & 
of F mercies of the Lord rehearſed;he wilre- 
vin * joice exceidingly , and partly for joy of 
ha | chegidnes of God, and partly for griefe 


ee- | of his awin fal , and mthankfulnes to- 
! wards his Creator; hewiloftymesburſt 
ea | outwith teares in aboutdance. Beſides 
ne | this,the wounded conſcience may or” 4 
1ME 


. 


| rupted with teares, or with wavering P/alme 
| thochts: zea, ſometime he wil beſa con- 77% 
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bide to heare any curſed or prophane | 
ſpeaking : or to heare the name of God} 
in any waies blaſpheaimed,meikil les wil | 
 hedoithimſelte, Far hee is taken with a 

cat fearto oftend the majeſtie of God, ! 
= ingalredy felt the {lroke ofhis hand, | 
| Siklike, the leiſt oftence quhilk hee can | 
commir, wil appear to him to be of gret 
grauitie & waight:For like as the wound | 
of the body wil be fafair,that the patient ” 
canſcarſelie ſufter-any thing ro touch it: ; 
Even ſo;the woundit conſcience is (a waik © 
thatthe leſt vnſeemly word, wrang luke, | 
or waucring thocht.quhilk man can vſe, | 
wil hurt and trouble it,and make itto re. | 
mord, Finally, whenthe oppreſſed con- * 
ſcience gets any blenk of comfort or re- | 
leaſe of his paine; he wil ſpring-tor joye, | 
and think that heſal neueragain be mo- ! 
ued with {1k perturbation: Bot ſa ſone as | 
the Lord turnis away his face,newetro- | 
ble anddoubrings wil arriſe againe, as 
though he had never recciued comfort. | 
And that quhilk is admirable, & awon- * 


derful wark of Gods ſpirit; at ſometyme 


the 
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! theremembrance of a ſinne, or ofadeed 
| done,wil ſa trouble man, thathe cannot 

1 be comforted: And at ane vther time the 
: commemoration and ſichtof thatſame_ 
! {in,wilnamair monc him, nor gifit had 
 neuer bene committed. This appearant- 
| ly proccedis in thewicked,from aharde- 
* nedand obdured heart : But inthefaith- 
| ful, from the aſſurance ofthe holy ſpirit, 
that the linne is forgiuen, and thatmer- 
* cieis graunted through Ieſus Chriſt. - 

ik © - This meikleT thochtneceſlary towrite, 
! concerning the diſcoueric of a wounded 
Conſcience: To the cfte&t, rhatthe diſeaſe 
| being diſcovered, the remedie may bee 
| the mair caſilie foundour, and skiltullic 
applicd totheſame. 


CHAP. 7 OVERT 
' The remeaie of the.trowbled ſpirite and 
| Conſcience. | 13. wp\ of gn © BS 
R'T thou troubled (O man or wo- 


| man) in thy ſpirite and Conſcience? 
! Then Lwald exhort thee,in the nameof 
; ourLordleſus'Chriſt, to enter into this 

py te en rent Bn nadie 


P. 
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meditation and thinking with thy ſelfe. 
_ Iperceiue the Lordis mindful of me, 8 | 
hes viſited me: For feel my ſelf inward- | 
ly rouched: The Lord knocks atthe dore | 
of my Conſcience: but quhathis will is,or | 
quhat wark he is cowark in me, Tknawe | 
not: howſoeveritbe;this is doubtles the | 
day of temptation , andthe time of my | 
trial: ſo that my'eſtare is dangerous: For | 
| Tknav, thatthe fprif and image of Satan | 
wilſtriucin me;aganis the ſprit8& image | 
of God: and ifI harken not to the Lords | 
cal;butzeild vnto the fprit of Satan,I am | 
bur loſt. Thairfore, I beſeik the Lordto | 
beon my fide, and to affiſt me with his | 
haly - gen this perrellous batrel,charl ! 
| may ſtand faſt, and ſubmit my ſelf whol- Þ 
lie to his haly wil. This done, prepare | 
thy ſelfe for the tryal , by faſting and ab- 
ſtenance, from the*-fenfnalitifes of the | 
fleſh: For thairby thou ſal bemerkte ea- # 
ſed of thy paine',.and {al baith bebetter | 
difpofed to ſerue thy Got, andbemade a | 
Mairmeet!{ubjectito the fpreit of God | 
to'wark in, Being iwrnbled 8: _—_— . 
ri! 
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firſt of allclenge thy heart & Conſcrence: 


For, gifthou preſent thy ſelfe betorethe 


Lord with apollured heart, and corrup- 
ted Copſcience; Althat you can do or ſay, 


wil be but abhomination vnto him; and - 


he willnather regard thy praters,nor ac- 
cept any ſeruice atthy hands;But wil ra- 
ther be Ig re redie to deſtroy 


thee. Thairforeylet 
ging bethus: Enter infſharp trial and ex- 


amination of thy life and converſation, 
from thy youth vp:Calto remembrance 


quhar kinde of vice or vices hes greateſt 
dominion in thee ; and quhat offences 
thou hes committed fromtime torime, 


either againſt God or thy Neighbour: | 


This do, nor only at a time, but at divers 
and fundrie times:For thou wiltremem- 


| beratanetime, thatquhilk thou can nor 


do at anevther: Quhilk if thou examine 
narrowlie,not flattering thy ſelf, I doubr 


| not, butthouſal find thy finnes vglie y- 


KA: tut ane hudge number: Zeazit 
may be,tharthememory and confidera- 


tion of them hiimble thee very farre,and 


' make 


Dent, 4-2 4 
Heb,12.29 


e maner ofthy clen 
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make thee baith to abhorre them, & thy | 


| ſelfe;that ſuld haue committed fik abho- ; 


Mat g.17, 
Att.2.38, 
Jere.4 1. 
&5.16. 


| Tere,1 1-20 


minations. Having nowe ryppitvp thy * 
ſinne, quhilkis the RP ofal thy mi- | 
ſervxhou hes nixt toturne theewiththy | 
hail heartto the Lord, ſecking help and Þ 
releifat his hands, quha isonely able to | 
deliuer thee. But howe ſal Lturne (may * 
thouſay)to the Lord? forIknaw notthe | 
way.Surely,the lord hes taught the way, | 
how aſinner fallturne vnto Fim :Towit, Þ 
evenby earneſt & vnfained repentance; | 
and by a true and liuely faith in themer- | 
cies of God, through the death of Ieſus 
Chriſt. As to the forme of thy repen- 
rance;let it be this: Caſt downe thy ſelfe 
on thy face and knees beforethy God,& 
with a broken heart; Firſt, confeſle thy 
linnes freely vnto him.,without hypocri- ! 
lie, howe ſecreitor abhominable ſoeuer. * 
they be: For if thoudiſſemble, or meane. | 


_ tohide any thing fra him, that knawis 


the lciſt hirne of thy heart; thy labour is 
al in vaine; and thou but provokes his in- 
dignation mair and mair againſt thee. 

| Second- 
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Secondly,thou mon be ſorrowfull in thy 
heart for thy ſinne; For exceptthou be 
diſpleaſed with thy ſelf, that thou hes of- 
! fendedrhy gude God; think not that th 
! offences ſalbe forgiuen:neither ſal ir wh 
! fiſe coſay, that it repenteth thee of the e- 
| uilquhilkrhou hes done; vnles thou rew 
! inverydeid:For the tordthat is the ſear- 
: cherofthehart, knawis quhat thou dois 
2 think, albeitthy ſayings beneverſa gud, 
* Thairfore, beware that thou vie na diſli- 
mulation with him, leiſt for thine hypo- 
2 criſie heconfound thee. Thirdly,amend 
| thylife intimes cumming,by abſtaining 
* not onely from the ſinnes, quhairvnto 
> thouhes bene maiſt addicted: Bur alfo, 
! fromalwtherkind of finne: and,be doing 
* thatquhilkis gudeand acceptable inthe. 


= | fichroftheLord: For, this 1s the fruirof 
; repentance. So, that he quhilk ſayis hee 


! repents,and amends nothis life in ſome. 
* meaſure; bur continues in his former 
| wickedries; hee is a lyar,and the ſpreit of 
* Godisnotin him. Bur foralſmeikle as al 


linne, is cither committed aganis God 
| GS. | 2 only, 
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onlie,and the firſt table of his Lawe : et 
ther elſe aganis man , andthe fecondta- 
ble: Thou auchr diligently to mark baith | 
the ane andthe vther,that is maiſt ryte in 
thee, & that ſoreſt pricks thy Conſcience. | 
Alſinne is aganis God, buralſinn is not | 
- aganis man: Thou may alſo offend God | 
by thine evil thochr, becauſe hee knawis | 
thy thocht: Burt be thy thocht man can»+ *' 
not be offended,becaus heknawis itnot. | 
If then thy ſin be aganis God only, thou | 
hes God only to ſatisfie,by acknowledg- | 
ing thy {inne, by ſorrowingtor thy linn, | 
by imploring mercie for thy {inne, and !' 
by rcfraining thy ſelfe thereafter from * 
thatſinn. Burtif thou haue ſinned apanis | 
man, by oftending him in word or deed;. | 
Either in body, goods, orname: In that | 
cace, thou mon baithcraue pardone at * 
the hands of God,and trauel byalmeans. | 
pollible tobereconciled with man:Zea, | 
except thou firſt endeyoure thy ſelfe, fa: | 
far as in thee lyis,to ſatisfie man whome- | 
thou hes ſa offended; allure thy ſelf; that | 
God wilnot be ſatisfiedin the, Hes thou: | 
made 
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made a godly vowe to the Lord , quhilk 


* thouhesnot performed? Performe thy 
: godly vowe (if it be poſſible) vato him: 
! Hes thou made a lawful promiſe vnto 
| man, quhilk thou hes notkeeped ? Fulfil 
| thy promiſe ifithe poſſible, albeit itbe 
| tothy lofle. Be not aſhamed to addrefle 
thy ſelfe to him,quhome thou hes offen- 


, | dedaalthogh he bethy inferiour,& craue 


| pardoneothim for thine offence: And 


! looke quhar fatisfactioun hee can juſtly | 


! craueofthee, either in wordes,in gudes, 
! 6rvther kind of deid;See thou be willing 
to make it,accotding to thy power: That 
! thou may obrainepeace of Conſcience;8 


, that the cries'of the oppreſſedfaul quhilk 
- | ſuſtaines bitternes & wrong, aſcend not 


; tothe Lord, and procure his vengeance 
! againſt thee. Farther,quhaſoener hes of- 
! fended thee, thou mon forgiue thame 


| | thairoffences freely:That the Lord may 


Sit: forgine thee thine offences : But if 
' Mah 6.1 F 


| | thou forgive not men thair treſpaſles , 
| Tefus Chriſtcertthes thee, that thy hea- 
| uenly Father wil na marr forgiue thee 


Z thy 
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thy treſpaſſes. Finally , thou mon re- | 
nounce thy corrupted attections,& eve+ | 
ry thing that withhalds thee from God, | 
howe = and precious ſocuer itbe in 
thine eies:Roor out thy vices,ane by ane | 
out of thy heart, quhilk heshadſa lang, } 
dominion ouer thee: And in every thing, | 
do that quhilk: thou knawisto be the wil | 
of God: Setting afide thine awin wil,and 
_ remouing al warldly reſpects,and impes- * 
diments quhatſocuer;howe vnapeirand, | 
or far repugnant ſocucr.it be, tothe nas | 
tural inclination of thyheart: Tharthe ' 
Lord may be weil pleaſed with thee, and 
that thou may haue the teſtimonic of a 
ude Conſcrence. O | Bur theſe are harde | 
—_— rofleſh and blude,and here ſal a- } 
- riſe a ſtrong battcell within thee , quhen, | 
thou art this waies tried with the renun- | 
_ ciationof thy awitt wil, and affetiouns; | 
_ and vrgedto doe that quinlkis contrary, | 
to thy manly hart: For oftymes wil thou | 
think with thy ſelfe : Sall I forgiue him, | 
that hes done,ime {ik wrang, and craueth | 
na pardon ofine'Sal ſuffer enSothun | 
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« | SalInotberevengedof this injurie, and 
- | onhim with whomeT amfſafar behind? 
: Siklike, quhen it commethro the renun- 
cing ofthe affections of thy hart, quhilk 
| thou hes followed 8& ſerved ſalang; and 
* ofthat domeſtick Idole, quhilk thou and 
| every man hes erected in the heart:whe 
| | therſairbe, theluſts and pleſures of the 
! fleſh, warldly honours and vaine glorie, 
! couetouſnes of warldly gudes, the deſire 
: ofrevenge,or vther quhatſumeuer vice, 
a= | :quhairunrto thou art cheifly bound in ſer 
he | uitude : That conflict(I fay)wilbe felon, 
| | andthat departing difficil: For the ſpreit 
2 | ofthedeuil, andthenaturall corruption 
de | ofthine awin heart, wil {triue michtelie 
|| aganisthe ſpreitof God,andtheregene- 
; | rate part of thy ſaul, ifany be : Swa thar 
: thouſalmake many ſhifts and excuſes to 
| fatisfie thy awin wil and appetite, to ful- 
; | fill the deſire of thy heart, andto reraine 
| tharldole,quhilk like a bond-{laue, thou 
, | ſerues and adores. Yea, the young riche 
th | man, quhome Chriſt badſell al that hee' -vr.r9, 
; | had;giueittothe poore, andfolow hing **: 
| bo | 4 made 
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made neuer greater mourning, nor the 
natural man wil make to quyte his Idol, 
the ſtrongelt aftection of his hart,quhair 
vnto he is thrall:For the dewl was neuer 
lother to comeout ofthe perſon whom 
' he poſſeſleth,nor naturall vices wilbe to 
i come out of mans hart, where thay haue 
once taken deepe root. Bot thou,O man 
þ that art inwardly touched : may knawe 
1 quhairon it{tands: either mon thou for- 
glue man,andremitthe revenge to God 
(to whome vengeance apertaineth)and 
to his licutenants whom he hes appoin- 
ted to execute jultice vpon earth: or elſe 
"FA looke not to be forgiuen of thy heauen- 
2 Iy Father, norto be relceved of thy pre- 
Luke 9.23, {ent trouble. In like manner,cither mon 
thou renounce al thy wicked afteCtions 
quhatſumeuer , and reforme thame, in 


Dew.32.35 


followis,the turning to God by faith. 
God 


ſome mealure: orelſe renounce thy part | 
ofthe kingdome of heauen, This meikle | 
' concerning the turning to God; by re- | 
! pentance andamendement of life ; nixt | 


Hes thou tricd thy warks,and turned to | 


OF CONSCIENCE. $7 


God by earneſt repentance, and with a 
reſolute mind to amend thy life in times 
; comming? Now try likewates thy faith, 
| & take diligent heed whether it be waik, 
wauering, and ful of doubting or not: & 
whether it agrees with the true, haly, ca. 
tholik, and apoſtolike faith, ornot: and 
where thou Cadkn it deficient in any of 
theſe points,turn with ſpeid to the Lord, 
and embrace him with a true and a liue- 
lic faith:For without faith, al thy repen- 
tance, andall thy gude warks cannot a- 
vail a whit; bur ar like a filrhie menſtrous 
clout inthe {ichr ofthe Lord. There is 
* many. men that wil take heede to thair 
* warks,and wil flie fromrvice and varich- 
tcoufnes; quhilk rakesna tent tothe na- 
ture ofthair faith, and to thair zeale;and 
fervencie in the true feruice & worthip- 
ping bf God; quhilk is amatrer of grea- 
ter conſequence. Buritis nortthy warks 7,3... 
canmake thee free frominne, nor from 25. 
hel:-Ir is by faiththou mon be juſtified; /77.5 
and throu thy beliefe thou mon be fa» lohn,6.47« 
ucd, Yea,bur-quharſal MTN” 

| | thou 


58 ANE TREATISE 


thouſay)thatT may beſaued? Euen this | 
thouhes to belecue. Firſt, that the God | 


ofheauen, quhilk wes worſhipped in Lf | 
racll,is the onely true God,the Almich- | 
ric,andeternall father, quha hes created | 
all the warld , and by his deuine power, | 


CT ES one Rs or ne oo 


gouerns the | ume,and all things therein *' 


contained. Secondly,thou mon beleeue | 
that this ſame God,according to his pro | 


miſe made to our Fathers , hes ſent his * 


onely Sonne Ieſus Chriſt, downe from 
heauen into this warld,to take away the 
ſinnes ofmankind,quhairin all wer thot 


vp through rhe diſobedience of our firſt © 


progenitor Adam: Quhilk,as a gracious | 
Saujour became anaturallman, andby | 
his death and obedience; hes made the ' 


reconciliation betwixt God and vs;and ' 


hes redeemed vs trom the hel quhairvn- : 


to al were condemned. Belecue.thar in 


him the Lord is weill pleaſed , and with | 
thee for his ſake: 'Thathe hes made afull | 
and ſ{ufficient recompenſc tor al thy. fins | 


from _ and by his rejurrechion hes | 


; 
bypalt & to come: ghat he15riſeragaine | 


F 


Ouer- | 
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this | overcome the ſame,and theſting thairof, 
30d | quhilkisfinne, the deuil, andhel the re- 
11G | compenle of {inne. Beleeue that hee is 
ich- | alcended againe to the heuen, andthere 
ed | {irs atthe richthand of his Father , ma» 
ver, | king interceilion to him tor thee,and all 
rein | thatbelceues in his deathzand that he ſal 
cue | yetcome againe from heauento judge 
pro | thewarld, & ſal raiſe thee to everlaſtin 
his © lite. Thirdly, thou mon belceue,thar £ 
om | ter the aſcenſion of our: Saviour Ieſus. 
the | Chriſt; the Comforter, the haly Ghoſt 
hot | and ſpreitof God, wes {ent downe from 
irſt * the Father and the Sone into this warld; 
2us | Torulego preſerue,to inſtruct, toſtren- 
by | then,to comfort,to renewe andſanGtific 
the | by his michtie power,al the choſen chil- 
ind © dren of God (quhilk is his halie and vnt- 
/n- | uerfal Kirk) ay and quhill Ieſus Chriſt 
'in © comeagaine to finiſh al things, If thou 
ith | apprehend theſe three perſons andane 
ull © Godwith atruefaithz & belecue al thair 
ins | warksthair precepts, & promiſes quhilk 
ne | areſetdowne inthe Scriptures; as alſo 
ies | thedoGtrincofthaurr Prophets, Apolites, 
"OH UPI nb 3204 Paſtors, 
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Paſtors,and miniſters : Thou may cerrti- | 
hethy ſeife, thatthough thy ſinnes were 
neuer ſa hainous and deteſtable,thay ſall | 
be freelie remirted, and neuer laid tothy | 


charge; Thar thou art ane whomethe j 


Lordhespredeſtinate to eternal ſaluari- ' 
on; & that al thy preſent pain ſal be con- | 
verted in everlaſting pleaſure. Butthou | 
may juſtly ob;e&tvnro me, thatthou can ' 
nather vſeſtka formeof repentance:nor | 
zit can findſik ſtrenth of faith in thy ſelf, * 
a is heere required. Indeede it is true, ' 
tharnather faith, norrepentance are at | 
thy taking: nor zitcan be giuen thee by | 
any creature: but mon proceed from the | 
michtie working of Gods ſpirit in thy 


heart. Thairfore,thou mon proſtrate thy | 
ſelfe before the Lord,and by earneſt and : 
diligentpraier , craue them inceſſantlie © 
at his hands, quha hes onely powerto * 
ine them. Shewe him inthy praierthat | 
Sion arr-miſerable;that without his help * 
thou art but loſt.thatthou can do na = - 
thing, excepthee tae thee race , that * 
thou art there reddy to obey his wil; and | 
EN | inquire * 


rtt- | 
/ere | 


fall | 
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inquire of him, quhat he wald haue thee 
to doe; burding him with his merciful 
promiſes; remember him of his wonted 
mercies,and warks of old; but cheiſheof 
the ſufferings and ſatisfa&tion of his Son 
leſus chriſt,co quhais richteouſnes thou 
mon cleaue; and in his name, and for his 
ſake,mon craue mercie, grace,pacience, 


| ſtrength, increaſe of faith, and releefe of | 
| thy paine,according to his gudepleſure, 
! atthe bountiful hands of God. Oh, bur 
* hereisallthe difficultie, wilt thou ſay, I 
* am fatroubled and dejected,that I can- 
/ not pray. Surelie, I grauntrhattheop» 
© preſled ſpirit, wil be ſometimes broche 
- toſikextremitie, that it canneitherbe- 
{ lecuezrepent,pray,nor meditate:Burlike | 
* abrutebeaſt, wil remain for a ſeaſon,al- 
/ togither ſtupifact and confuſed. There» 
> forewhenthouartin that perplexinie, a+ 
| bidepacientlie the Lords wil & leafurez 


* forthairisnaremeid bur pacience;quhil 


the Lord driue away the darknes of thy 
mindez{cemg thatobſcuritic wil nor cary 
lang:and atleift,ſa far as.is porible,h _ 
e3:s © the 
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the eie of thy heartdiret towardes the} 
 Lord,andthy thocht caried vp to the he- | 
 _uen;haueadelireto pray, and vtter thy | 
intention withſighs: For the Lord thar is 

a ſpiricknawis what thy ſpirit wald,albe- | 

Rem. $27. it there be nathing vttered in wordes, | 
And when thou gets a blenk of licht,and 

releaſe ofthy paine, haue refuge haſtelie | 

tothe Mediator leſus Chriſt, quhahes | 

bidden lik as are wearie andladen come | 

tohim and he will eaſe them: Powre our | 

thy complaints & ſupplications before ' 

him, and beſeech himto make mediati- * 

onto his Father for thee whome he hes | 
redeemed with his blood, to appeaſe his | 

Fathers wrath,and to preſent thee fault- | 
leſſe vnto him. Farther, leaſt thou be 0- : 
ver farre caſten downewith the remem- * 
brance and {ichrt of thy ſinne; hauenor 
thine cies alwaies fixed vpon the vglines | 
of thy 1inne: but rather vpon the intinite | 
mercies of God,quhilk exceids thy ſinne | 
im greatnes. Remember likewaies, his | 
mercitul promiſes, and mercy ſhewedto | 
his ſervants, that hes bene in the like e- | 
| tes eltate | 


<> 
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| eſtate.that thou art now in : And ifthou 

* canremember that the Lord hes thewed 

| mercic at any time on thee before, by 

| delivering thee our of danger or troble: 

| Then thou may beſuirly perfwaded that 

! hewilſhew mercic onthee again:for the 

' mercic of God is without repentance. Ro. 11.29; 

* Heirfore, ifthou continve after this ma- 

| ner,in faſting, in prater,in purging & cir 

! cumciling thy heart and conſcience,in ſuf- 

fering paciently the Lords rod & corres 

: Qion,& in hopedailie waiting for his de 

# liverance: Thairis na queſtion,but thou 

| falſee a bleſſed iſſue of thy trouble: For 

thou ſalreſaue the haly Ghoſt quhilk ſal 

redreſle thy falts,cure thy miſery,illumi- 

nate thy vnderſtanding,ſanRifiethy ſaul 

! and make thee anew man,far aboue thy 

> expectation, Bot foralſmeikle as thereſt 

* and wanreſt of the ſpirit & conſciencecon 

* liſts meikle in the daily exerciſe & con- 

verſatioun of man : I will alſo breiflieſer 

! downe what ſuld eſchew, & how thou 

| ſuldbe exerciſed during the time ofthe 

| trouble and wanreſt of thy Conſcience. | 
| ns WE EOUGES CHAP. 
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Quhat things man aucht cheifly to eſchew, 
nd quhairin he ſuld be exerciſed during thi 
wanreſt and trouble of his conſcience. 


VV thou not haue thy Conſc:- 


ence tobite, to accuſe, nor to 

trouble thee? Then giue na matter to thy 
Conſcience,quhairupon it may bite,or ac- 
cuſe thee, and be not the cauſe of thinef 
awintroble.The matter or ſubject quhilk 
baith makes the Conſcience to bite, & diſ- 
quiets the ſpirit ofman, isſ{inne. Thair- 
fore, to pacifie and acquiet thy ſprit and 
Conſcience;cthou ſild flee (inne and follow 
richteouſnes , quhilke brings peace and 
uietnes with it. And albeit,it be impoſl- 
ible roman,ſa lang as he is in this taber- 
nacle of fleſhe , be alrogicher without 
| finne, andto abſtaine from doing euill: 
ſeeing the whole courſe of this lite is but 
a continual falling, anda riſing. Never- 
theles,the regenerat man, is not oft ſeen 
to fall in the publick andnotorious ſins, 
quhitk are manifeſt tothe warld; Bur "_ 
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be vnreproueable,8 vpright in theſight 
| ofmenzneither will finne hatie domint- 
 on,orthe vpper hand in him: Herefore, 
thou aucht ar all times , but principally 
now in this the time ofthy inward trou- 

ble, and of the Lords viſitation, torake 
diligent heedrorhy waies: and atleaſt to 
eſchew al occaftons of euil, whereby thy 

weake Conſcience may bee wounded, on 
the other part, thou atichtto vie all con- 
venient meanes, Whereby thou may bee 
ſtirred vp toſerue God, and rofollowe 
righteouſnes,that the wounde of thy in- 
tirme conſcience may be healed.Firſt then 
beware, that during the time of thy vex- 
ation, thou vſe no-worldly means roput 
away the memory,andficht of thy fins; 
and tocauſethee to forget them: As by 
drinking,banquetting, darmſing,{inging 
ſportingz or by hanting the ryotous com 
panie of wanton and merry men : For i 
todoing, thou lulles thy ſelfe aſleepe, 8£ 
like'as the Serpent ſtoppes her care with 
her tayle,leaſtſhe ſhould heare the voice 


of the inchaunter: So ſtoppes thouthine 
care, 
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earc, that thou ſhouldeſt nor heare the 
Lord calling, and knocking at the doore 
 ofthy Conſcience; lealt by his holy ſpirite 
heſhould enter in,and convert thee. Be- 
ware thou ſeeke any vnlauchfull meancs 
rorelecue thee of thy paine, andtocon- 
tent thy minde: as by witch-craft, by ta- 
king ofthy warldly and fle{hly pleaſures, 
or by revenging onthine enemies:Con- 
{1ddering,that this ſal at length augment 
thy paine , albeit it ſeeme pleaſant for a 
ſeaſon,and fall prolong thy trouble: Be- 
cauſe thou ſeckes not to God,thar is ſee- 
king chee;but turnes thy back vpon him, 
& ſeeks help where it is notto be found, 
Beware thou continue notin thy woon- 
ted vice and wickednes,heaping {inn vp- 
on (inn, without regard what = dois, 
or taking vp of thy ſelffrom thy vngod- 
Iy courſe:For then in contemptible man 
ner thou deſpiſelt the Lords correction, 
& w1illnot be reformed by his diſcipline, 
but rakes aplaine banner aganis him, & 


kindles his tearce wrath more and more - | 


aganis thee, in fik ſort, that thou fall at 
k the 
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the laſt bring thy ſelfe to vtter deſperati. 


on. Beware thou reuile not thy eſtate, 
and forme of thy trouble raſhly to every 
man: neither craue thou the adviſe, and 
counſell ofnaturall & worldly men;mei. 
kleleſſe,follow thou their opinion inthe 
martter of the trouble and diſeaſe of thy 
Conſcience: For then thou dois no other- 
waies , nor ifthou would crave the con» 
fultation ofa juriſconſult, in thematrer 
of thy health : or adviſe thy proces with 
a medicinar.There is neither helpe, nor 
true comfort to be fouNd that way,in re- 
ſpect thenatural and vnregenerate man; 
yea the vnregenerate part of the regenc- 
rate man(for there is no perfyte regene- 
ration in this life) is altogither blinde in 
ſpirituall things, &wil ever giue a coun- 
{4 direct contrary to the will and ſpirit 
of God. Mairover, bridle and refrain thy 
tongue, that vnruly member, as with a 
bir. om lying, ſlaundering,backbyting, 
mocking, railling, vpbraiding, and cur- 
ſedſpeaking : For thereby thy Conſcience 
may be grievouſly wounded, And tor as 
2 much 


_— 
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much asthe world is ul oftemprations, 
and ſtumbling blocks , whereon-man 1s 
datly in dangerto fall: T hereforeI would 
with thee,fo long as thy Conſcience is dil- 
eaſed, not to entangle nor meddle thy 
felte mnch with worldly buſines :. bur to 

abſtract thy mind from the ſolicitude of 
temporall aftaires;andto withdrawe thy 
felfe from the ſocietic of the prophane 
multitude: tothe eftect , that being free 


il 
' 
E 


| from alontward perturbation, thou may 


be the better diſpoſed to ferue thy God, 
eo giue thy felfe to contemplation, and 
tro be exerciſed in all ſpirituall and god- 
ly exercitions. Let then thy daily excr- 
ciſe, during the difcaſe of thy Conſcience, 
be this: If thou can read, giue thy lelte ro 
the lecture of comfortable books com- 
poſed by learned and godly men; and to 
che reading otthe holy Scriptures : Bur 
in ſpecial. revolue diligently the bookes 
of Geneſis & Exodus, the hiſtory ofITob, 
thePſalmes of David, the Evangel of le: 
lus Chriſt according to Matthewe and 
Katy the As of the Apoſtles, andrheir 


Mat? 


Epiſtles. 
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Epiſtles. Where thouthall finde {ingu- 
lar awe Be in the wonderfull warks, and 
divine providence of the Lord indelive- 
ringand preſerving of his people; 11 his 
na, 2 in{tructions & gracious Pro 
miles made vnto them; and in his excee- 
ding great mercie,and loving kindnes to 
wards his "IOERes or quhilk haue bene in 
the like eltate,that thou artnow 1n. The 
company quhilk thou trequeats, letit be 
of godly,wiſe,and learned menzot whoſe 

conference thou may. recelue inſtructi. 
on and conſolation. Andifthou woulde 
communicatethy {ecreit vexation to a» 
ny manzor wold be reſolved of any thing 
whereofthou art in doubt; Addrefle thee 
to ſomcnotable ſervant of God, appro- 
vedin life andknawledge, to na the 
Lord hath committed the dif penſation 
ofhis word: To himdilcloſe dy maundez 
& leek reſolution of him, in thoſe things 

quhilk concerns thy Confcience,and weill 


o thy ſoull. Haunt the Kirk ; for itis the 2/4.56;7 
houſe of God : Hauntthe Aſlemblies of 14.21.13 


the faithful convened to ferucg the Lord: 
' 3 And 
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And PR. care tothe preaching 


of his holy word: Nevertheles, whilethe 
darknes of thy minde bee driuen away, 


' while thy heart and Conſcience, be puriti- 


ed,andthatby ſome meſure of faith thou 
apprehend remiſſion of thy ſins,and fal- 


 vationthroghthe death of Teſus Chritt; 


Read Tobn 
6,13.14.15 
I6.,&17, 
chapters. 


ww. 


I would not counſel thee to preſent thy 
ſelfe tothe haly Communion, and fup- 


per of the Lord Iefus. Delight in ſolitair | 


meditations of the wonderful works, the 
mightic power, the infinite mercie, and 
divine providence of Godzin delivering, 
poenning: comforting, and preſerving 

is Kirk, andthe members thereof, trom 
the beginning ofthe worlde.Reheaife & 
medirate likewiſe,on the office, lite, and 
ſufferings of our Saviour Ieſus Chriſt. 
"EaS; Fi the ſtrange miracles wroght 
by him, his notable doQrine, his graci- 
ous advertiſements, of tribulation and 
perſecution to come, his own comming 
againe, and his comfortable promiſes 


made vnto al them that belecues in him, 
and looks for his returning, Callto re- 


cur 


__— 
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membrance his pacience , render loue, 
humilitie, and meekneſle, whereofthou 
ſhould learne and labour to be a follow- 
er. Becuercleanſing thy heart, and ryp- 
ping outthe latent vice,$ heritable cor- 


' ruption that lurks within thee: that thou 


| maybeameet receptacle, and temple of. 
| theholy Ghoſt: For where the heartis 


polluted, andthe Conſcience defiled, the 


' ſpirir of God can make no reſidence nor 


| dwelling. Reconcilethy ſelte, fo far as is 


poſſible, with al men: Expell all malice, 


| hatred, andenvie. Be not a revenger of 
| thine ownecauſe : For thereby thou fall 


*. 7 OR Os "25 


renew and ranckle the wound of thy con. 


ſcience: but remit the vengeance thereof 


to God, & crate juſtice of the Magittrat. 
Try and examine thy ſelf,how thoupro- 
fits in knawledge,taith, and amendment 
of life,by the reading & hearing of Gods 
word. Reduce in memory whatdangers 


of body, of ſoule, or oflofing thy goods, 


thou hes ben in, during the courſe of thy 


' life, and howthe Lord hes delivered and 
| Preſerued thee. Siklike,cal to mind what 


4 good 
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good gifts of the body, of the ſpirir,or of | 
other temporall Wigs, thy God hes be- | 
ſtowed on thee: Bethankful ro him ther- 
fore, andtherevpon thou may take afſu- 
rance,thatconſidering the conſtancie of | 
the Lord, hewilnener leauethce altogi- | 
[1 ther deſtitute of help; but wil euer ha'c 
1 mercic and compalsion on thee, as hee 
'q hes hadintunes precciding. Be abs aics 
1 4: "_ occupicd inwell doing and exereitc the 
19 | workes of righteouſnes : viſite the licke, 
comfort the {orrowfull;ſupportthe poor 
” andacedie,detcnd the poore opprelled, 
3] | Treatc Peace and cqncord among ncigh- 
 bours and+brethren:: Inſtruct the 1gno- 
Tantin theknowledge of leſus Chriſt. Fi- 
vally, let alchy actions, thy w ordes, and 
| __ cogitationstendtoxheglory of God, ro 
chariticand mgcknes, Kind, every night, 
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| whenthou goelttobed , orbeing in thy 
| bed.take count afthy ſells how thou haſt 
ed that day: i thouhesbenewel 
excrciled,praife God foric,andtrauclto 
continue:Ifchouthes bene cuil occupicd, 


fleepenot whilethou repent', and craue 
God 


LE 
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of | God mercie forthy offences: Take pur- 


C- 


pole to do berter thenixtday, and ende. 


| your thy ſelfe to amend, take newe reſo- 


lution to retorme thy waics, and a{pyre 


{ daily by the grace otGod, to a greater 
| perfection. But aboue all things, be dili- 


ent in faſting and prater: Pray continu- 
ally; for thereby al god thinges are ob- 
tained: Pray inthe Morning,in the Eue- 
ning,at mid-day, & at al times when the 
ſpirit movis thee:yea,chictly in thenight 
when others are at reſt, ariſe (if the com- 
moditie may ſerue) or ſecretly inthy bed 
enter in familiar andearneſt conference 
with thy God, And when thou findes a 
coldnes &fluggithnesin thy ſeifto pray, 
and toworthip God: The commemora- 
tion and remembrance ofthe woonder- 
ful works and mercies of God,af thy de- 
liverance outofthy former troubles,and 
of his manifolde benefites beftowed on 
thee(which chou for that ſame purpoſe, 
ſhould collect andkeepe for. a. memort- 
all in write.) The memory, I ſay, ofrheſc 
things, ſbalkindle and inflamethy ſpirit 


,O 
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to be fervent in ” mt & zealous in the | 
ſervice of thy Creator, And albeit this 
forme of liuing may perchance appeare 
auſtere, painful, & tedious tothee in the 
beginning: (though nothing ſuld ſeeme 
painfull or faſheous to thee,contidering 
thy dangerous eſtate, & the importance 
of the matter it ſelf, quhilk concerns thy 
ſalvation & damnation) Nevertheles, by 
frequent cuſtome, thou ſhalt find it moſk 
calte;comfortable,and ſweet: Forylike as ! 
thou hes now alichr & ſore feling of thy | 
ſin, & of Gods wrath kindled againſt thee | 
for thy ſin: So ſall thou doubtles in ſhort 
time, by this thy godly behaviour, get a |! 
{icht &feling of * = 0 apc & new | 
: 
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nes of life,of the remiſſion of thy ſin,&of 
the favour & metcicof God throgh the 

interceſſion of the mediator leſus chriſt. ! 

hereby thou fall obtain peace of Cop- | 
ſeizce, with ſuch contentment, 8& gladnes | 
45 cannot be expreſſed. And ſeing praier 
is the chiefe part ofthe true ſervice and 
worſhipping of God; and the principall 
meane & way,whereby we ought to ſeck 
to 


as 0 GS CT PRO, 
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| tohim,to obteine al good thinges at his 


hands: Herfore I haue alſo ſet down here 
to thee, aform of praier to be viit,during 
thetime of the trouble of thy Conſcience, 
quhilk: thou may read andconfider, and 
thereafter collect thereof fo much as a- 
grecs with thy preſent eſtat & may ſerue 
tothy purpoſe. 
CHAP. IX. 


 APriitrtobe ſaid by ſuch.asare trobledin 
ſpirit & conſcience throgh ſight of their ſins. 


T Vit,dreadful,aim !phtic, mercitu},6c e- 
verliuing God! Who by thine al ſeing 


| ſpirit,ſeeſt the deeds, hears the words,% 
| knowesthe ſecretthochts of al hearts:Be 
| hold me poor wretch,in thy mercic,here 


on theface ofthis low carth, proſtrat be- 
fore thine holy & high throane. Alace! I 
confes Lord,that I am not worthie to lift 
vp my face to heaven, nor to receiue any 
comfort or good thing of thy hands: For 
I haueſinned,alace! I have ſinned aganis 
thee, I hauc broken thy ſtatutes, I haue 
abuſed thy clemencie & benefits, I haue 
committitabhomination,& tollowitthe 


alteti- 
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afte&tions andluſts of mine owne heart. 
Wherefore, thou haſt nowe, Lord, aftli- 


&ed me,andthatmotlt juſtly ; Thou haſt | 


made mine owne Copſcienceto accuſe, & 
torment me: my foul is vehemently vex- 
ed, andheavie vnto death, my heart 1s 
faint through anguiſh,and my fleſh con- 
ſumes and pines tor feare of the ſtroke of 


thy hand. Thou art angrie,O Lord?thou 
art angrie : but who is able to abide thy | 


fearce wrath? Thou knoweſt that man is 
but a vaine thingyhis life 1s like avapour , 
ora ſhadow which vaniſheth away in an 
inſtant, andthe imaginations of his hart 
are euil and wicked.l am but duſt, & like 
the flowre of the field whichwithers and 
decaies {ſuddenly;l cannot abide the heat 
ofthine anger. Iris true, Lord;thatI am 
incxculable, and finful our of meaſure; 
but mercie belongs vato thee 5 let thy 
mercie therefore abound,and appear in- 
finite in forgiving me many ſins, Ecurne 
me vnto thee, O Lorg,turne thee againe 
vnto me;] leeke thy face, hidenotthy fa- 


vourable face from me;but let the bright | 


- 

- 
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OF CONSCIENCE. 
blenks of thy loving countenanceſhine 
on me:Forthouknowelt, it repentethme 


of the evil whichl haue done, and that 


cruſt inthee: Bur,Lordſupply my defici- 


ent repentance,and helpe my vnbeleete: 


| For my repenrance1s impertect,and my 


faith is weake. None can cometothee, 


 vnlefle thou draw them; nor can beleeue 


while they be conuerted by thy ſpirite: 
Draw me therefore vnto thee, and I ſhal 
come; convert me, and I fnal be conver- 
ted.O Lord, Thou knoweſt the dolour & 


| forrowe ofmy heartfor my ſinne, thou 


ſeeſt my miſeric and trouble : Day and 


| night lmourne and I lament, my face is 


al bedewedwith teares, and my foul we- 
rieth ofrhy life: I am-a monſter to chem 
that beholds me,and mine acquaintance 
wonders at my miſerie. Thereis nohelp 
mn man, neither doth any worldly confo- 
tation availe me. No Man, nor Angell 
is abletorelecue mee, bur thou onely: 


73: 


lobsa.6. 46+ 


withoutthy help, Lord, I am but loſt for | 


euer. Bur when did you ever reject the 
heauic heart, & the oppreſled Conſciepce 
| quhilk 


1.7im.2.4+ 
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quhilk did ſeektothee with continuance? 


Fre, 18.23 Thou —_ not in the dearh of ſinners 


3.Pet.3.9 


%.. 


A 


but would haueal men to repent, and be 
ſaued: Thou art ſlowe to anger and redy 
ro forgiue: Thy wrath is conſaued in the 
morning and torgot inthe evening: Thy 
mercie exceeds my {innes,and all things 
in grearnes; and there is no end with thy 
compallion. Let not then, O Lord, thy 
mercic be ſhut vp in diſpleaſure; benor 
angrie with me for ever, neither correct 
meany morein thy wrath: ForI amno 
more inthy hands,nor the potſhard is in 
the handes ofthe potter: Butremember 
thy wonted mercies, and workes of olde 
ſhewedtorthy ſervants Abrabam, Iſaac ,8& 
lJacob,to Moſes, David, and to thy peo- 
ple Iſrael: Remember thedeath and obe- 
dience of thy deare ſonne Iefus Chriſt; 
rememberthe anguiſh ofhis heart,when 
hepraicd vntothce,thatnight he was be- 
traied; & his cries onthe croſle,when he 
cried vnto thee, My God,my God! why 


hesthou forſaken me?Was itnottor my 


ſin,O Lord,that he ſuffered theſe things? 
| Looſe 


NS So A Rex 


« 
Z 


/ 


| 


J 
: 


| 


Looſe notthen thy poor ſervant whome 
thou hes ſodearlic bought withthe blud 
ofthy Lamb:Behold him,Lord,fitting at 


' thy right hand,& let thy wrath be apeled 
with me, in regarding his humble coun- 
| tenance:; Hauenotreſpedt to my deſer- 


| uings,6: vnworthines;but vnto his death 


| andobedience: Impute his righteouſnes 


ynto me,& lethis juſtice,be made my ju- 
ſtice;for he hes redemit me:yea,for thine 
own mercies ſake ,& merits of thine only. 
Son,my ſaviour,caſt my fins behind thy 


| back, remember my iniquities no more, 
| and have pittic on my diſtres & miſerie. 
{ Behold, Lord, I am here,what is chy will 
| with me? what ſal I do? what courſe ſall[ 

| takezthowfſalI behaue my ſelfe inthis my 


troblc,& during the whol pilgrim age of 
my life?Make anſwere vnto me: for 1 will 


 notleaue crying vnto thee. Yeazthough 


thouſuld kil me,yet wil [notdepart from 
thee,bur will ſtill cruſt in thee. My whole 
deſire isto pleaſe thee, ſhew methy will, 


therefore, & enlarge my hart,that I may 


obey thy voice, & fultill thy commande- 


Mmecnts., 
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outthe quhilkI cannot line. Driue away 
the darknes of my minde;' Let all theſe | 


O my God! Raiſe mevp in thy mercie, 
as thou halt caſter: me downe in thy ju- 
ſtice: let meſee thy ſalvation and delive- 
rance fromthe bondage of Satan, of in, 


andof mine owne concupiſcence.l thirlt | 
for thy mercie andgrace, O Lord, asthe | 
dry ground dois for the running waters: | 
Redreſle my faultes therefore, letthem | 


be freely forgiuen, as though they had 


never bene committed: And as thou hes | 

given mea feeling of my linne, andof | 
thine indignation againſt {1nne: So giue | 
mea ſure perſwaſion of the remiſſion of | 
my fin, and a feeling of thy favour,with- 


\ ads aa nt MD 


troubleſome cogitations,vaine feare,in- | 


credulitie and-miſtrutt depart from me: | 


Sertle and pacifie my perturbed ſpirite, | 


binde vp my wounded Conſcience , heale | 


my contrite & broken heart, reſtore my | 


courage and my ſtrength, reſtore me to | 
thatjoye quhilk I was woontro finde in | 


thee. Andifit bethy pleaſure, Lord, re- | 
moouethy ſcourge from me: forT haue | 


felc | 
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felt cnough thy hand: mitigate my pain, 


& lerme lee the iſſue of my trovbles,thar 
I-may be able to beare them: yer,nor as I 


will Lord, but as thou wilt: If thy glory 


| maybe advancedthrough my (i utierings; 


or thy power made pertet through my 


| infirmitic and weaknelle ; let mee ſuffer 
| whatſocuer pleaſeth thee: Try me,as the 
\ gold & asthe hilver, quhilk is purified in 
the fornace,whileIbe made a meet tem-_ 


ple of thy holie ſpirit,and be well prepa- 


| redtor thy kingdoine. Alwaies acording 


ro thy promiſe & faithtulnes, tempr me 
not abouethatquhilkI am ableto beare: 


For thou knowelt I am weak, aad am bur 
! fleſh.Giuemetherfore patience,ſtrenth, 
| andconſtancie with the triall,that I may 
: | ſuffer,reſiſt,overcum,% inherit al things. 
| Lerthy conſtant and good ſpirit reſtin 
| mec,O Lord, tharl may itand ſtedfaſt va- 


to theend of this batrell; thar I fret not 
with my ſelf, after the maner of the wice 


! ked, nor ca{toftthy croſlethrogh impa=» 


tiencie: burtharl may adhere firmly vn- 
tothee, humblie ſubmir my lelte to a 
F wil, 
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will, patiently waite and watch for thy 
comming and deliverance, and be harti- 
lie well content with thy good pleaſure, 
whatſoeuer crofle or aMictioun it ſhall | 
pleaſe thee tolay on me: For thou know- | 
eſt what is good for me,thou hes al pow- | 
er inheuen, and in carth,thou hes a cons | 

tinuall care and loue towards thy choſen | 

Children, thou art conſtant,and true in | 

thy promiſes,and thy mercic and loving | 
kindnes indures for ever. I will alwaies | 

waite on thee (my God) Iwill ſuffer thy | 
ſtripes & correction: for I have deſerued | 

them. I render my ſelfe vnto thee; 1 giue | 

me over,ſoul & body,in thy hands;I tubs | 

mit me all whollieto thy will; rule,& vſe | 

the work of thy hands, as ſeems good in | 

thine cies:For I am thy ſervant:yea,whe- | 
cher be in proſperitie, or adverſitiez in | 
wealth, or in povertic; ineſtimation, or | 
dileſteemedzin joy,or in heavines;in ples | 
ſire, or in paine; in health, or in ſicknes; 
whether liue or die,I am alwaies thine, | 
thy ſervant,& work of thine owne hands. | 
Graunt me therefore, O Lord, onlie thy | 
"73" aig] 
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hy | loving countenance, thy bleſſing, thy fa- 
U- | uour, and thy grace; and then I fall have 
15alltharl craue : For thou fall make my 
| poſleſſeth greatkingdomes.O louing fa- 
- | ther,hide mee vnder the thadowe of 

| wings, and performe that worke quhilk 

; thouhes begunne in metothy glorie to 

| my comfort and ſalvatioun; that I may 

| praiſe thee, thy deare {on Ieſus Chriſt, 

| 1nwhoſe name, & for whoſe ſake I crave 

| theſe things at thy bountifull handes, as loh.r6a4 
| he hes taught and commanded me. To 

| thee a 


| heaven and incarth;for euer. LAmen. 


everliving God! The light ofthe world, 
| andredeemer of mankind;(my {weet Sa» 


| thirſting for thy grace & mercie. There- 
| fore,according to thy promiſe , caſe me 
| ofmy burden; and giue me of the water 
4 \2 


{ viourleſus Chriſt) I come vnto thee, as 
| ynto my onlie ſtay and refuge, wearie,8C 
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ynoughzthey ſalbe ſufficient for me; that 
heart more joyful cherby,nor they quhilk 
thy 


him,be al honor & glorie,in 


O holy Lambe, and only ſonne of the 


Jaden with ſorrow, and within, and ſore 


Mart.1 1.30 


of 


lohn4.14 . 
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of life to drink,whereby my thirſt may be 

uenched for ever. Thou hat promiſed 
likewiſe, O Lord, tobewith vs vnto the 
end ofthe worlde : Be with me then, as 
thou hes promiſed, now in my extreame 
trouble, and-vrgent neceſſitie: For I am 


thine, I truſt in thee.Behold(my God) | 
I haue gone long aſtray,like aloſt ſheep, | 


my \innes hes almoſt deceiued mee; For 


rough the multitude thereof, I haue | 


provoked & kindled the wrath of thy Fa- 
ther againſt mer Wherefore I am broght 


wondrous low, andam reducedto great 


extremitie:my ſoule is wo and ſore grie- 
ted,thatT haue offendit his Majeſtie: but 


thou art able to raiſe mc out ofthe duſt, 


&ro reconcile thy Father with me : For 
thou art his anointed: Hee hes ſent thee 
to bind vp the broken harted, to preache 


|:bertie to the captiues, to preache good | 
tydings tothe poore, the recovering of | 


ſ1ght ro the blind,the opening of the pri- 
ſon to them that are bound, to preache 
the acceptable year ofthe Lord, rocom- 
fort them that morne;, to gite them bew- 


as: | 


7 


be | 
ed | 
he | 
' thoucame not inthe worlde ro ſauethe 


q 
g 


= 


| Raiſe me vp therefore O my God,be thy 
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tie for aſhes, the oyle of joye' for mour- 
ning, and the garment of gladnes,for the 
ſpirit of heavines. O gracious Saviour! 


righteous, but to bring ſinners to repen- 
tance, whereof Iam one of the greateſt: 


mightie hand,waſh away my ſinnes with 


| thy precious blood, make mee white, as 
| the ſnowe and wooll, cloth me with thy 


righteouſnes,pacifie the wrath of thy fa- 
ther conceived aganis me for thoſe lins, 


for the quhilk thou hes alreadie made ful 


| ſatisfation.Stand betwixzt him and mee 
| thathis burning yre conſume me nor: O 
| gracious mediator! make interceiſion to 
| hisdiuine Majeſtie for me: preſent mee 
{ faltles vnto him : Andlet the comforter 
' comfortme, & purme in remembrance 
| of althings;thatthrou a his governance 


I may be tafely conductedthrough althe 
perrels and temptations ofrhis world, ro 
thy celeſtiallkingdome, thereto gloritie 
thee, the farher, andthe holy ſpirit, in e. 
ternall ynitie, with all kind of praiſe, and 
$ "| i OR 
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exaltation for ever. Amen. Make haſt, O 
Lord,and tary nor; that having obteined 
new experience of thy mercie,l may de- 
clarethe ſame to my bretheren , that 0- 
thers through my example may flie fin, 
& they quhilk are likewiſe Jcieded ,may 
learnerto ſeek help, and comfort in their 
trouble, where itis tobe found; even at 
thy hands,O Lord, to thy perpetual glo- 
rie,tothe comfort of thy Kirk, and over- 
throwe of the kingdome of Satan. 


CHAP. X. 
What comfort they may haue,that are af- 
flifted in Spirit and Conſcience. 


| 6 ſo much as it is impoſſibleto man, 
or Angell, by any reaſon, perſwaſton, 


or conſolation; tocomtort that perſone | 


from whome the Lord hes hid his favou- 
rable tace: while itpleaſe his majeſtic to 
turne againe his loving countenance, & 
to worke a ſure perſwaſion ofhis favour 
inwardly in the hart, by the operationof 
his holy ſpirit. Nevertheles,the ordinary 
means and citation of the gracious pro- 

eetaeetete ' miſes 
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miſes of the Lord,whereby man may re- 


| cciuecomfort in troble, oughtnot to be 
| contemned: Botby the contrary,we ſuld' 
' hauerefuge in al our afflictions thereyn« 

| to, ben 

| Forcomfort mult proceed from faith, 8 
faith muſt comethrough the hearing of 
| theword,and promiſes of God funded, 


eft to vs by God to that effect: 


quhilkche holy Ghoſt thereafter makes 
to work in the heart. Therefore,the {weer 
comfort that thou may recceiue (O man! 
that art afflicted in ſpirit and Conſcience) 


1s youy nor am able to expreſſe;wher- 
| Ol,a 


pou is this. Firſt for confirmationof 
aith, thoumay knowe by extraordi- 


| nary experience, that there is a divine 
| power, even a God that rules the hearts 
| ofal men; andthat the ſame God among 
' all his creatures,is mindefull of thee. Se- 


condly, It is a manifeſt token, that thou 


| artbelouedof God,when he chaſtiſes,& 


rebukes thee: For, whomethe Lord laues 
(faith the Apoſtle) he chaſltiſes ,& tcour- 


pert every Son that he receiues: VVhen Heb. 11.5. 
ecorredts thee, he offers himlelfe vnrg ©9437 


4 thee 


 Reu.3.19. 


AR, 14.22 
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lev. 3.21. 
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thee,as vnto his Son; and doth it forthy 
profir, that thou may bee partaker ofhis 
holines. Thirdly, It is not poſltble, that 
thou can be exaltedro Chrilts kingdom, 
except thou be firlt aſſaulted with temp- 
tation, except thou be caften down,and 
have aliuely feling of thine own fin and 
wretchednes : Thou can not be victort- 
ous,vnles thou fight; & thou cannot ob- 
taine a crowne of victory , vnles thou be 
vittorious.But ifthou ſuffer with Chritt, 
thou ſal alſo raigne with him:and ifthou 
re(ilt & overcome remprtation,as he did, 
thou ſal be ſure alſoto fit with him in his 
throane,as hee ſ1ts with his Father in his 
throne. Fourthly, albcit thou be in great 
perplexitie, thou ſuld not thinke thatthe 
Lord hes forſaken thee , or is wrath with 
thee: For the Lord is not at all times an- 
eric withhis children, when he appeares 
tothem tobe angrie, & when they haue 
afcling of the lack of his favour: Neither 
doth hee alwaies chaſtiſe them for their 


ſins: butis accuſtomed at ſome time,to 
hide his face from them for a litle ſeaſon; | 


5: 
LO | 
b 


» 
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toletthem knowe their owne weaknes, 
and wretchednes, to worke patience in 
them, toacquaintthem with his Diſci- 
pline,andto let them know how miſera- 


| blethcireſtateis , witen his favourable 
facets hid fromrhem. Fifty , There is a1ohn.3. 


time, atthe quhilk the Lord makes inti- 


election and ſalvation , by ſendingthem 
his holy ſpirit, by whomethey arc bapti- 
ſed, and regeneratto amendment ot life: 
And commonly before this calling and 
receiving of the holy Ghoſt,there gocs a 
great trouvle of the minde, adejection, 


89 


mation to al his choſen children, ofcheir - 
Tir. 


and aterrible feare; that it wald leeme to 


man, that God had forſaken him,and ca- 
ſten him awayzwhereby the contrary,he 
is drawing him to him, and knocking to 
haue entric in his hart by his holy ſpirit. 
What ſal I recount the gracious & com- 
fortable promites of eG, ou , tO his at- 
flitted members, that are rouchedwith a 
feeling of their owne {1n,and miſerie?He 


ſaich,by the mouth of the Prophet; That Pro; .y 


as a Father hes compaſſion on his Chil- 
| dren; 


}.F. 
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dren; ſo hes he compaſſion on them that | 
fear him: And though a woman ſuld for- 

erthe ſon ofher wombe,yet will henor 
torget his elet.For alicle while(ſaith the 
Lord to his people)have I forſaken thee, | 
but with great compaſſion will I gather | 
thee:For a moment, in mine anger,[ hid | 
my face from thee for a little ſeaſon, but 
with everlaſting mercie haue Ihad com. | 
paſſion on thee. The Lord(ſaith David) | 
15neere vnto them that are of a contrite | 
heart,and will fave ſuch as be afflicted in 
ſpirit. And againe, Theſacrifices of God, 
are acontrite {pirit:a contrite,and a bro- 
ken heart, O God,thou wiltnot reject & 
deſpiſe. Mairover,ſaith not our ſavior Ie- 
ſus Chriſt, that hee came not to ſaue the 
righteous, but to bring ſinners to repen- 
tance? The Son of Man(ſaith he)came to 
ſaue that quhilk was loſt: hes hee not alſo 
commanditſuch as ar weary & laden, to 
come to him,promiling that he will eaſe 
them? and ſuch asare thirſtie to cometo 


foh.4.14,, himandhe wil giue them of the water of 


tz life to drink,quhilk ſal ſpring vp into ever 


laſting 
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laſting life?yea,certenly his very officeis Lukequs; 


& forthat effect was he ſentin the warld 
by his fatherzto heal the broken hearted, 


to preach deliveranceto the captiucs,re= 


covering of {1 gh ro the blind; & to ſer at 
| libertic themthart arein priſon. Farther, 


| dois not the Lord aſſurevs.,thar ſo ſoone 


as ever aſinner ſal repenthim ofhis ſins, 


| from the bottome of his heartzhe wil put 
| away his wickednes out of his remem- 
| brance?And ſpcking to his people be the 
| mouth ofhis prophet,he ſaith wathyou, p - 
| makeyoucleane; take away the cuillof 
| your works from before my cies;ceaſeto 
{ doevill, learnerodo wel;ſeek judgments 


releue the oppreſled,judge the fatherles, 
and defend the widdow: Comethen,and 
let vs reaſon togither (ſaith the Lorde) 
Though yourfins were ascrimlin , they 


falbe made white as ſnowe: Thoughthey 


"were red, like skarlet,they ſalbe as wooll, 


Beſides this,he hes commanditvs by the 
mouth ofthe Pſalmiſt, ſaying, Call on 


mein theday of thy trouble, ſo wilIde- 


liverthee , andthouſhalr gloritie me. 
Be i TT! Are 
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Arenot theſe alſo the vndoubred words | 


of our ſaviour ſpeaking to his Diſciples? 
loh.16.23, Verely,verely, 1 ſay vnto YOu, that what- | 


ſoeuer ye ſal ask the Father in my name, 
he wil giue it you: ask,and ye ſal receiue, 
thatyour ;joye may be made full. What 
more gracious & comfortable promiles 
canthe heart ofman wiſh, nor theſe? Or 
what greter aſſurance wald thou haue of 
the mercie and compaſſion of the Lord, 
toward penitent ſinners, nor this quhilk 
hee giues thee in expreſle tearmes, with 
his owrymouth?whereof one jote ſal not | 
faile: for he cannot lie.But I knowe thou | 
wilt haue recourſero predeſtination, to 
the ſecreteleRtion,& reprobartion of God, 
andis perſwaded with thy ſelfe,that thou 
art one of them whome God hes forſa- 
ken & caſten away. O foole! quhilk cer- | 
tifies thy ſelfe (tothine own damnation) 
of that quhilk is hid, not only to manon 
earth, bur alſo to the very Angels inheaz 
ven: For whome hes the Lord admitred 
on his ſecreit counſell to knowe them; 
whome hec hes choſen, or them _ 
| | CC 
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he hes forſaken?Nay, nay,thatknowledg 


| js reſervedonly to himſelfe. Therfore.al. 


beitthy affliction be never ſogreat , thy 


ſinsnever ſo hainous, thy repentance & 


| amendment never ſo ſmall, andthy faith 


neverſo weak:yer,neither thou, norany 
mortal man can conclude,abſolurly,that 
thou art reprobate,and forſaken of God. 
My reaſon is this, Becauſe itisvnknown 
to thee,or to any man, whenirmay pleſe 
God to callthee ro repentance, when he 
will inſtrengthen thy faith, and conſe« 


| quently m— thy fins , andbringthee 
| tohis kingdom. Vhy art thouthendif- 
| couraped, and diſpaired of thy ſalvation 


forthe bitternes of thine aftlictioun , for 
the multitude, and gravitic of thy ſinnes, 
for theſlacknes ofcfine amendement,or 
weaknes ofthy faith; conliddering,that 
none of theſe: tokens canne import the 
neceſlitic of thy'reprobation? For thou 
knawis,that afflition-hes ever ben molt 

roper to the children of God, from the 
Leponing ofthe world. As tothe nunr- 


| ber &waighrofthy ſins, They canbeno 


L hinde- 
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<  hHinderancetothe mercic of God: In re- | 
___ ſpect, thatwhercitpleaſeth the Lordtn 
ew mercie, itisno more dithciltohim 
to remit innumerable {ins,of whatſoever 
avitie and waight; nor to forgiue the 
[eaſt offence that man can cominit: The 
whol generation ofmankind,wasſhut vp 
Rom3:23- ;n fin,andwas ſinfull out of meaſure:Bur 
of the free mercie of God, the {ins ofche 
worlde were taken away, by the death of 
Jeſus Chriſt: In ſuch ſort,that all that re+ 
ents them of their {1ns, andbelecues in 
Lim the ſaviour, ſal obtain free remiſſion 
_ of al theirſins whatſoever. Now,as con- 
cerning thy repentance & amendement | 
of lifc;artthou diſmaid,& diſpaired ofthy | 
ſalvation , becauſe thou cannot abſtaine 
from ſin,nor atraineto a perfet vpright- 
nes?Surely thou hesnajuſt occaſion: For | 
no fleſh can be withour ſin,nor attaineto 
Pro.24.16, a periectionin this life. The molt vprichr 
Job. 4.13. man(faith Salomen)falls every day ſeaven 
Row3-3% times; & the very Angels arnot without 
ſpot in the light of the everliving God. | 
Knoweſt thounot, thatman can not be | 


-- 


| maneve; fulfilled the Lawe:Bur becauſe 
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| juſtified by the workes ofthe Lawe? Na, 
doubles, ifthe Lord will enterin judge- Pla. "43-2: 


ment with man, & deal with him accor- 
ding tothe preciſe rule ofthis Jaw;nofleth 
ſuld be ſaued: For albeit the lawe of God 
be ſet beforevs, as arule whereunto wee 
ſuld apply and confer all our aftions:yet 
are we not any more vnderthelawe;, but 
inthe eſtate of grace through the coms+ 
ming of Teſis Chriſt. And albeitthe chil» 
dren of God haue his law deeply imprin- 
tedin their harts, & likes weltokeep the 


ſame:yer all they not be countedrighte- Galatz.tr 
AR.13-39 


ous for fulfilling thereof, as though they 
had deſerved everlaſting life , ſeeing no 


they beiceue, that they areredecmed by 
the blood of Ieſus Chriſt , who hath ac- 
compliſhed the law in all points,and hes 


| meritedall goodthings ofhis Fatherfor 
vs: Therefore, the Children of Godſall 
be juſtified, and receive eternall life. If 


then thou bee ſory , thatthou cannot a- 


| mend thy life, if thou haue anecarneſt, 
| delice, and bent intention todoe good, 


and 


ad "I" TP. 
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and eſchew evill,joyned with atrue faith 


- | tnTeſus chriſt:aſſure thy ſeif;that the ſpi- 


ritof God works that in thee; tharirſal 
be imputevnto thee for righteouſnes, & 
thatthe Lord in his ownavppointed time 
fall make that defire,and intention to be 
eftectuall; bringing forthgood works ro 
amendmentof life. What canſt thou ſay 
farther?thatthou art daily relaps in pub- 
lick{ins, from thequhilk thou cannorre- 
fraine;andthat neither thy ſorrow there- 
fore, northydeſire to abftaine, are any 
thung earneſt & notable. Indeede,iffo be 
thou art in an cvill cace forthe preſent. 
Nevertheles;there is yetno cauſchere of 
deſperation:Foraſimuchas none can tru- 
ly repent while they be called of the lord 
to repentance.No man can come tome; 


tohn.6.44. ((aith our ſaviour)exceptthe Father thar 


ſent me,drawe him.Secing then, repen- 
tance isnotthe gift of man”, but of God); 
i&that thou knoweſtnorthe time, when 
-it fall pleaſe the Lordtocall and convert 
thee: Thou ought in nowile to difpaire, | 
burtoliuecontinually in om_—_ 
Y 


. perſecuted his Saints,both men and wo- 
- men,to the death;zwhowald haue _ c 
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lie attending thy calling and converſton, 

Hes thou-not heard theParable of the la 

bourers inthe Vineyard, That he quhilk Mar.zo.r; 
came at the laſt hour ofthe day,received | 
equall wages, with him:that came in the 


morning? whereby our ſaviour ſignifies 


yato vs.that there is notime of mans life 


atthequhilkthe Lord wil notcal & con- 
vert man vnto him.I hauc heard offome 
men, quhilk at the latter houre ontheir 


deathbed, being put in remembrance of 
theirgod,;bythe aſliſtants;hes burſt forth 
with horrible blaſphemics againſt God, 
and vttered words of plaine deſperation. 
But in aneinſtant, through the lingular 
mercy of God,& fervent praier ofthe aſ- 
ſiſtants, was converted tothe Lorde, by 
lamenting carefully ſuch blaſphemies, 
by making manifeſt declaration oftheir 
faith in Icfus Chriſt, and giuing al lively 
ſigns of their election, departed pleſant- 
ly,& ina happy eſtattotheſight of men. 
VVhen Paulwaſted the Kirk of Chriſt, & 


AQ.g9.1, 


ut 


G 
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bur thathe had bin areprobar,8 a fagot | 
prepared forhell? Nevertheles, hee was 
called to repenrance,& was made a cho- 
| ſen veſſell ofthe Lord. Who wald haue 
Mar.26.69 ſaid,burthar Peter had bin the fon of per- 
dition,and that there could be no ſalvati- 
on forhim; when after hee was called to 
be one ofthe diſciples of Teſus chriſt,had 
beneſa long converſant with him , had 
heard his doctrine,ſeene his miracles, 8 
confeſſed thathewas the very Chrilt of | 
God:For all this,he denied himthriſe on | 
anight?Notwithſtanding,he cameto re- | 
pentance that ſame night, was accepted | 
| of the Lord, & made a notable Apoſtle, 
\ PreacheroftheEvangel of Teſus Chritt, | 
both to the Iews & Gentils. Finally,who 
wald not haue thought, but the Gentrills 
had bene forſaken of God,&predeſtinat 
to eternall damnation, quhilk baich miſ- 
knew God,and committit al kind of abo- 
mination vnder heven?Yet the Lord for- 
got alcheir iniquities, and ofhis infinite 
mercie brought them to the knowledge . 
of him, ofhis Sonne Chrilt Ieſus, & cal- 
7 1 7 led 


| corruption &in,til he 


whoſe faith is weake,& doubtfull; I pray 
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led them to be partakers of his c#leſtiall 


kingdome.Haue wenotalſo ſcene in our 
daics,men of maiſtdifolute & licentiouys 
lives,quhilk afterward beeing converted 
& ſanctified by the ſpirit of God, hes be- 
come notable & profitable members of 
the Kirk of Iefus Chriſt? Heirfoir, albeit 
ſuch as leads alife repugnantto the Law 
of the Lord,may bejuſtly counted repro 
bates with this reſtriction , except they 
turne to 60d by repentance:nevertheles, 
Jetno man condemne abſolutely. cither 
himſelf, or his neighbor before his deth: 
becauſe there is nothing in any man,but 
ſanctified,and 
regenerate by the ſpirit of God; the time 


whereof none knowes but God only: for lebo. z.8 


as the wind blowes where it liſteth , ſo 1s 
every man that is borne of the ſpirite. L 

come noweto thy faith, quhilk becauſe * 
thou finds itweake,and full of doubting, 
thou art diſpaird of thy ſalvation. Indeed 
thetruth is,thatno man can be ſaved vn- 
les he belecue: Bur if al were condemned 


thee 


Ow 


Mar.17.19 


Mark, 16. 


Mat.23.17 
Luc.24.4! 


| Mautga8 tyole throans, & judg the tweluetribes 
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thee then tel me who ſuld beſaved?when 
the Diſciples of Ieſus Chriſt inquired of 
him, why they could not caſt the Devill 
out of the Lunartik perſon; he anſwered, 
becaus of their vnbeleef: and declared to 
them,that iftheir faith had bene as mei- 
kill as a graine of muſtard ſeede,they ſuld 
remoue mountains, & thatuothing ſuld 
be impoſſible to them. Farther.albeicour 
' Saviour had oftimes inſtructed his Diſci- 
ples and forewarned them with his own 
mouth,that hewald riſe againe on the 3. 
day after his death. Nevertheles , when 
Mary Magdaten told them of his refurre- 
ftion, & thathe had apearedto her, they 
| beleeved it not: Thereafter,he appeared 
tro two of themſelues, quhilk thewe it to 
the remnant,but they beleuit itnot: yea, 
after he had ihawin himſelfto the eleveg 
in Galile, yet ſome of them were in doubr 
and beleeved nor. If this weaknes of faith 
then, & doubting was inthe diſciples of 
Chriſt, who notwithſtanding (hall ſit on 


of Iſraell, when the Lord ſhallfit on the 
Ur0aue: 
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throane of his Majeſtic: VVhat cauſe hes 


thou,O nauchtie manito be diſpaired of 


thy ſalvation, althogh thy faith be weak, 


and full of doubts? Certainly,ifthy faith 


continued as weak as the faith ofthe Di- 


ſciple Thomas , quhilk wald not beleeue 
the reſurrection of Teſts, whil he put his 
finger in the wounds of his hands,and of 
his ſide; thou mightthink that thou were 


110 an evil cace:Bur ſcing T homas after he loh.202y3 


had ſeene Chriſt beleued, & was bleſſed; 
Bleſſed art thou if thou beleeue in him, 


; vert ſaw himnever.VVhar ſal I ſpeak of _ 


e waknes,dulnes,& ignorance of man? 


The haill Apoſtles after the aſcenſion of 


lTeſus Chriſt, For all their reading of the Au. 


ſcriptures, and doctrine quhilk they had 
heard ofhis mouth; were 1gnorant of the 
caling of the Gentils,& knew not that the 
Evangel ſuld be preached to them, till ir 


was firſt ſhewd to Petey in a viſton,quhilk 


thereafter declaritthe miſtery & circum- 
ſtances thereof to therelt, beeing afſem- 
bled at Zerwſalz. O! Bur thou wil fay,] feel 
no ſpunk of faith in me; I teelethe _ 
3 0 
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of Godkindled aganis me, andaſtrong 
perſwalion that hc hes forlaken me. Thir 
ar hard ſayings:but have alredy ſhewen 
thee the cauſe ofthis thy perſwaſion; To 
| wit,becausthe Lord hes hid his face from 
thee for alictle while; to humble thee, ro 
try thy patience, to let thee know how 
miſerable thy eſtate wald be,ifthou were 
alrogither deſtirate of his favour. ButT 
pray thee,remember,what thou beleued 
before thou entered in this troble,before 
the Lord hid his face from thee:and haue 
not reſpect what thou beleeues now,but 
what thou beleeuedit then, And if at any 
time ofthy life thou beleeved afluredly, 
that Ieſus chriſthes ſuttered deth for thy 
redemption: thoumay certifte thy ſelte, 


that the Lord ſal tune his loving counte 


nancetowards thee, & thatthen thou ſal 
receiue that ſame faith againe in greater 
meſure. Mairover, it is to be vnderſtand, 
that mans election,&reprobation arnot 
ruled according to mans own Imagina- 
tion : For who liues in greater ſccuritie, 
(un their own conceipt)who brags faſter 
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| oftheir faith, and perſwades themſelues 
| moreof Gods favour, nor the molt pro- 
' phane, and godles livers? Will they not 
bold! y & contidently ſay, that they dour 
{ nothing of their ſalvation, bur thinks to 
be as high in heven,as any other? When 
nevertheles they are running a courſe di- 
| re contrary to the ordinance of God. 
| ThelTewes ſpake hardly to Chrilt & ſaid, 
that they were not borne of fornication, 1, g, 1c. 
| buthad a father,quhilk was God.BurlTe- 
| ſus anſwered them, that if God had bene 
| their father,they would have loued him, 
who proceeded from God: Quhilk ſeing 
they didnot; he declarit vnto them, that 
they were of their father the deuil.By the 
contrary,there is none that hes a greater 
feling of their own (in, arſorer troubled 
with tentations, & doubtings(as thou art 
preſently nowe) nor the deareſt ſervants 
| of God. Example of David , HeXekiah, 
| 10b, the Prophetes and Apoltles , and 
a number of notable men in theſe our 
_ daies, whereof the particulars were long 
| in this plaice,to alledge. V Vheretore , 
= | BRI gird 
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thy lelf in theſe things: ground & repoſe 
ey ſelf in the mercitul promiſes of God, 
and merits ofthis Son Ieſus Chrilt : And 
noton thine own fantaſtes,&vaine ima- 
inations. And if thou wald be counted 
the Son of God ſubmit thee willingly to 
his correction ; It thou would receiue a 
CYLOWne of glory, fight valtantly ,& be vi- 

- Qtorious: It thou would receiue theholy 
Gholt,cleanſe thy hart, & be lowly min- 
ded: If thou would be exalced for ever to 
reigne with Chriſt on his throne,be con- 
tent to be calt downe,S paciently to ſuf- 
fer with him: For by theſe degrees of ne- 

i ceſſitie thou mon paſle 8& aſcend to the 
higheſt heuens. Stand faſt then, watch,8& 

have patience,yeta little while,and thou 

g1cb.12.11 fallſee great things: For albeirno chaſte- 
ſing ſcemeth joyous,but grievous forthe 

reſent, yet afterward it brings the quiet 

| oe ofrighteouſnes to them,quhilk are 


{ommer, peace after warre,gladnes after 
ſorrowe , & after the tempelt comes the 


ca girdyp thy loines,like aman,& comfore | 
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thereby exerciſed. After Winter,comes | 


fairo | 
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ke | fairewether: The Lord wil not threat & pralicys 
ſe | rebuke continually, nor keepe his anger 

], } forever, bur is ncere vnto them that are 

d | ofa broken heart. He wil comeghee will 

1- | comewith ſpeed, ſtrang,mercitu},& gra- 

d | cious,his holy name bepraiſed, through 

o | his ſonneleſus Chrilt for ever. Amen. 


* CHAP. x, 

y | How lone the trouble of the Conſcience may 
i= | Ccontinue,how peace enters in,and how long it 
og | may remaine. 


1- Ve men that are in troble or inpain, 
wald gladly vnderſtand when their 

- | paine&troubleſuld rake an end: And in 

e | ſpeciall, theythathes an inward trouble 

& | ofthe mind,thathes a paine in their ſoul 

ut | & Conſcience,and a feling of Gods wrath, 

| burningaganis them,chat are mailt deſi- 

rousto haue that feid reconciled, and to 

know how long their paine & troble will 

indure. All men(I ſay)wald hear of com- 

| fort &releefe: but fewe hes regard howe 

\|  longthey hauerebelled aganis 60d, how 

! long they haue foflowit the —__ of 
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their own heart, and hes refuſitrobere- | 
formed by Gods holy word & diſcipline. | 
Were it not then good reaſon, O man! | 
thatthe Lord punithed thee as long,as he 

hesſufferedthee? and thatthy paine ſuld 
'. continue as long,as thou hes continued 
in thyfin and rebellions? But it is witha | 
mercifull partie thou hes to do,quhilk is | 
ſlow to anger, & redie to forgiue; whoſe 
clemencie I would exhort thee not to a- 
buſe,but to comfort thy ſelf in it: For he 
is alſo juſt in his judgements ; and iris a 
fearefull thing to fall in his hands. He hes 
ſhewen thee himſeife,wvhen he wil forget 
thine iniquities; to wit, eventhen,when 
thou turns to him by earneſt & vnfained 
repentance: But as to the time, when the 
inward paine of thy Conſcience fall ccaſe, 
and thou receiue peace thercot, Itis vn- 
knowne to man: yea, it is als vncertaine 
when the Lord will remoue his ſcourge 
& punithment,as it is vncertain when : 
willlay it on: Forit is to be marked, that 
the chaſtiſement is not alwaies-removed |! 
ſo ſoone asthe lin is remirted:burt for the bY 
24h {ingu» 
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| ſomefor three yeares, and ſome mogrr 


| hes obtained inwards quictnes andreſt. 
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' fingular weill and profit of the offender, 
| wil continue to work patience in him, &. 
' to ſerue as a bridle to refraine him from 
| falling in the like offences;while the Lord 
 havetufficiently purified him from ſuch , 
| cotruption. When David committed a- 
 dulrery & murther, by taking the wife of 
 Friah, and cauling him fſelfeto bellaine; 


vpon his repentance, the Prophet Nathi 


| ſaideto him, that the Lord hadput away 


his {in,& that he ſuld not die: Neverthe- 
les,becauſe by that deed, he had deſpiſed 


haue in hand:I haue heard of ſundry per- 


| ſons,quhulkhes ben diſquieted in ſpirit 


Conſcrience,lome tor a year,ſome for two, 


(though not continually tormented, but 
by certain intervalls oftime) & atlengrh 


Sam, 
Olke 


| the Lord, and cauſed the enetnies ofthe 
| Lord to blaſpheme; hedeclaritvnto him, 
| thatthe {word fuld never depart from his 
' houſe;& that the child that was borne in 

| adulterie to him ſuld ſurely dy. But tore- 
| turntothe point of the matter quhilk we 


}2, 
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Plal.rr9. But of the day & houre knawis no man.| 
od, Dauid (aith,that he was|| 


wearie of crying,that his throat was dry,}1 


and thathis cics were blinded with look- 
ing for the Lords deliverance: If then he| 


ſuttered ſo long, thou ſuld not diſpair al- 
beit thine affliction appeare longſome, 
but rather ſuld be content to ſuffer with 
the elect veſſel of god. Alwaies thou may 
comfort thy ſelfe in this; that the lower 
thou be brought, the greter thy torment 
be,&the longer it continue;apparantly, 
when the releit comes, 'thy comfort and 
exaltation ſalbe the mair notabil & gpret. 
Bot what matter is it, when thy les. 
rance be,if thou haifcertification of gods 
ſpirit,that it ſalbe;and that vpon thy crue 
repentance thy {ins ar remitted & forgi- 

uen? Conſidering,that althe pain quhilk 

thou can ſuffer in this life, is not worthy 

ofthat glory quhilk the Lord hes prepa- 

red for al them that loues him.Preſcribe 


nottherfore any time ofthy deliverance, | 
| 


hes his own appointit timefor al things; | | 


neither thinkthat the Lord is {low:forhe 
and | 
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| and whenthou artfartheſt caſtendown,8c 


thee. Now as to the maner & forme how 

the trouble ofmans conſcience pallis away, 
andtrue peace enters in; It is obſeruedin 
ſom perſons to be this: There wil preceid 
 & go before, an carneſt repentance ofthe 
evil paſt,& a fervent deſirero amend,8& do 
wel:Man wil be heavily diſpleſit with him 
ſelfe for his foul deffeCtions,& wiltak ade 
terminat reſolution to retorme his life, & 
to dothat quhilk is pleſant in the ſight of 
 God;In ſikfort, that throghfervencieand 


 grief,he wil feel an extreamedolor,& wil 
weep bitterly : Yea, he that before could. 


never wring out atear,nor be perfitly mo- 


 ued for his fin; when the ſpirit of God en- 


rers in & pearlis the heart, he ſal be lively 


| rouched,fair grieued, & ſalnotbe able to 


be | containehimlſelf,nor torefrain from wee- 
e, | ping. Nixt afterfik perturbation, will fol- 
he | loweacalmnes &quietnes ofthe mind;8c 


5 | 


Wd 


\ 


inthe 
heart 


ſuddenly wilariſe a fure perlwaſion 
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heart of the favour of God , and of the re: 
million of fins: quhilk ſall bring with it an 
exceeding great gladnes and reviuing of 
the ſpirit.Man wil then begin to baniſh all 
vaine feare & ſuperſtition in his doings;8 
with greter confidence will vſe a chriſtian 
libertie in doing of thinges lawefull ro bef 
done;his feare will be no more ſervile, bur 
childiſn:For he wil not then fear the Lord, 
as the ſervant fears his awful maſter, or as 
the criminal perſon fears the terribil judg; 
Bur as the Son feares to offend his loving 
father;ſowil he(being inflamed with loue 
and fervent zeall) feare to oftend the Ma- 
jeltie ofhis good 60d. Farther,he wil cum 
with agreter aſſurance to the Lord, in ma | 
king his ſupplications:and wil not be mo- 
_ ued with ſuch vaine cogitations & doub- 
tings; as he was, when Fi Conſcience was 
weak & wounded. To be ſhort,hee will be 


whats. wh Gat as wa a. wt Rv a ac ww 


mair conſtant nor of before, & wil hauea 
certain contentment & rejoicing in al his 
ations,joinedwith the eſtimony ofagud 
and peaceable Conſcience: yea, hauing ob« 
tainedthis inwarde tranquilitie & peace, 
mal 
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:| man wil chink himſelfeſo ſtrong and ſure, 
that he fall never be troubled againe,with 


the like accuſation & terrour of his Conſci- 


ence. Butleilt any ſuld be deceived in this 


point; Itis to be vnderſtand,that ſo ſoone 
as ever it ſallpleaſe the Lord toturn away 
his favorable face,toſnew his angry coun 


tenance,and to menace man for1inne, ſo 
ſoone ſal newe terrours & torment of the 
ſpirit and Conſcience ariſe again. The cho- 
David (aidein his 
porn ſal Ki A moved;but thou 
m_ aith he)didiſt hide thy face, & I was 
troubled. Therefore when thou hes recci- 
ued hevenly conſolarion,look not tokee 
it at thy pleaſure: For temptation coal 
not any long time,ncither is that comfort 
haudable, burto be feared, quhilk makes a 
man to forget his {in altogither. The Lord 
cures his elect by temptation , and com» 


fort. And Iobfſaith, that the Lord doisvi- 


ſire man every morning, and tries hi 


every moment. I knowe a notable Prea» 


' cher of Gods worde(whome I doubt noe 
| but God hes ordainedior his kingdome) 


who 


Pſal.30.6 


lob. 7, 18, 
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who being ſumrime ſore afflicted in Coy» 
ſerence,at laſt obtained comfort, had in- 
ward peace for the ſpaceof many yeares. 


Nevertheles,atthe pleſure ofthe Lord,he 


_ was viſited again of new;and divers & ſun- 


Tinquired, how he repoſedinthe _ i 


lohn, 3.9. 


drietimes wald be for the ſpace ofa Mo-| 
—_ troubled: Of this| 


neth or two, 


ſame man, while he was yet in good eſtat, 


wil take reaſonable good reſt (ſaith he) If 
God make vs not to rememberthe faults 


quhilk wee haue committed in our youth: | 


Yea,ſurely,when it pleaſts the Lord at any 
time,to preſent mans {inns before him,in 
their vglieſt form,8& therewithall to perce 
the heart;albcit man thocht himſelf in ne- 
ver ſo great ſecuritic,and confiditnever ſa 
meikil in his own conſtancie, & ſtrength: 
yetthe ſight thereofſal ever trouble him, 


after ancxtraordinar maner.Heirfore,my | 


dear brother,»hen new trouble ariſts,and 
when thou feeleſt a want of the favour of 
God;be not diſmaiednor deſpaired:For it 
isnonewthingzbutathing coſtomable to 


the deareſt ſervants of God. The ſpirit of | 


God 


athath Þ 
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Godgoes and comes at his pleaſure , but 
will never abandon his Elect altogether. 
Seing then,that the whol courſe of a chri- 


ftians life,is bur a continuall batrel,a con- 


tinuall falling by fin, andriſing by repen- 
tance: And that the Lord will norſuffer 
the Copſciences of his ſervaunts to belong 
vnexerciſed: I wil now ſhew thee my op1- \ 
nion, howe thou ſuld behaue thy ſelte,ha* 
uing(after long troblc)obtained comfort, 
and peace of Conſcience, and whule thy ſpi- 
ritisyetatrelt, 
CHAP. XIL. 

How man ought to behaue himſelſe haning 


obtained peace of Conſcience , afier his intere 


wall trouble. 


: | Wins as all good things are recciued at 


the hands of God, by fervent and dili- 
gent praier: Even ſo, by thankfulnes, the 


| benefits received,arkept & retained. Hes 


thou obtained comfort and peace of Con- 


ſcience at the bountiful hands of thy God? 


I hen,ifthou wald retaine it, & have itto - 
continue with the,ſeethou be chankfulro 
thy cod for the ſame. Bur ſuch is the frigt- 

| H litic 
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litie & corruption of mans nature,that in 
whatſoever eltate he be, hee can not con- 
raine himſelflong within bounds. For ger 
| heablaſtof advertirie, then is he dejetted 
over lawe, & falls ofrimes in miſtruſt: Gee | 
he a blenk of proſperitic, then is he incon- 
tinent exaltedover high, & fals ſhortly in 
acareles ſecuritie.Heirfore,l wald admo- 
nit}; thee to behaue thy lelfe, as the skilful 
& expert Skipper dois, quhilk during the 
time of the tempelt,is ever on foot, 8& bu- 
ſilie exerciſed;and inthe greateſt calme is 
ever looking & preparing for aſtormeto 
come: Even ſo thou, In adverſitie behaue 
thy ſelfpatiently,conſtantly,& confident- 
ly; Againe,in proſperitie,behave thy ſelf 
warely,humbly,& thankfully.But ſpecialy 
nowe, hauing obtained comfort from a- 
bouec, & peace of conſcience,l wald exhorr 
_ theeto takediligentheed to thy behavior, 
and to be on this maner exerciſed.Firlt of 
all, without delay, retirethee to thy cham- 


Matzr.xz Berzortothe houſe ofpraierz and with all 


humilitie of hart, proſtrate thy (elfbefore 
the Lord,acknowledge thy deliverance to 
hate | 


hateproceeded from him; and randet all 
harty thanks ro him therfore.Sing pſalms 
and ſongs of praiſe cheerfully to the Lord: 
whereot, thou may finde great plentie a- 
mong the Pſalms of David, agreingwith 


thy cace: as in ſpeciall,the 23. 2440.91. 


103.pſalmes,S a great number of others, 
Yea, not onely praiſe him thy ſelfe alone, 
bur alſo ſtir vp & exhort others ro magni- 
fic himwith thee. Advaunce his glory in 
thy words, thy writs;and thy deedes; and 
abhor thoſe things quhilk may derogate, 
or be hinderfull therevnto. Hide not his 

oodnesfhewen and reveilled vnto thee; 
Pi declare his mercie and loving kindnes 
to the members ofhis Kirk, & aiewblics 
ofthem that feare him. Farther, dedicate 
thy ſelfal whollic to thy God, and hence- 
forth vowethy ſelfe, andthy ſervice vnto 
him, & defend his cauſe, and the cauſe of 
his ſervants: And for confirmation ofthy 
faith,'and of the league betwixt the Lord 
and thee; go tohis ſupper, the holy com- 
miinion, renew the teſtament ofour rord 


| Tefas Citriſtiby the participation of thoſe 
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feales andreſtimomies quhilk declaris-his 
death and body broken for vs. Mairover; 
look what is ſet down in the eight chapter 
of this treatiſe for reformation of thy life, 
repeat the ſame in this place, and apply is 
trothy preſcntelſtate. Specially, anentthe 
diligenttrial,how thou profits in religion 
& raking nightly aſharp count,how thou 
hes ploy rhe day preceiding.Examin 
oft & narrowly , if thou haue gotten any 
dominion over any of thy vnruly afftecti- 
ons; and if thou haue dauntoned or refor- 
medthem in any meaſure, think well that 
thou hes obtaineda gret victory.lnal thy 
afaires, & interpriſes whatſoever, cither 
ofgretorof final importance, craue coun 
fell at the mouth of God in thy praiers, 


what thou (uld do;craue his aliſtance,that | 


it would pleaſe his majeſtic, ro dire and 
teache thee the right way: For the way of 
man is not in himſelte,neitheris it in man 
to walk and to direct his ſteps: And whats 
ſoever ſucces or effect thy procedings tak, 
albcir ic bee never fo far aganis thy heart, 
yer hold rhee. content and thank the Lord 
tor 
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it Forheſecth farther nor thou dois,hee 
knawis that quhilk thou knawis not, anq 
will turne all thinges about ro the beſt; for 
them that loues him. Huntnor after world 
ly thinges 3 neither carethou meikill for 
chem:Bur as the Lord lefus hes comman+ 
ded, ſeck firſt the kingdome of God, &his yaus;: 
righteoſnes (which is amendment of life) | 
and then fall theſe worldly things be ſufh- 
ciently miniſtred vnto thee. Reſpedt not 
thine ownie commoditie in ſerving God; 
neither make thy dependance on him, itt 
hope of atemporall rewarde : But reſpe&t 
cheifly his glory, let thy ſervice tend al- 
waies topleaſchim, & thatin hope of an 
everlaſting recompenſe. Thinke notthat 
thou art Tae by God here ypon carth, 


| toliue atlibertie, to enjoy thy pleſures,or 


to make long reſidence: but only to ſerue 
him, looking fornothing inthis life, bur 
for affliction, & that as a pilgrim & ltran- 1oh.15.33, 
gerthou arrro paſſe away ſuddenly home 
co thine own cuntry;there to giue acount 
ro thy Lord and maker, how thou hes be» 
ſtowed thy-time here vponearth , & how 
des 3 thou 
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thothes obciedhis bolywil & comman= 
dements.It the Lord beltow,his temporal 
benelirs qn thee,orgrantthce any repols 
& contentmentia this ite,be thankful to, 
lumtherefore,& vic his gitts.to his glory: 
Nevertheles,lernotthy heart nor attectis 
onbe fixed vponearthly things: bur let &+ 
uer thy 262k caried vpwarde, letthy 
chicfdelight,thy hope,thy rejoycing,teh 
citic,& comfort,bein the merciful PromL 
#of God, in themerits ofIeſus.chrilt, & 
inthe joyes of the.cternal life to cum. Flie 
{in,as a contagious peſt,and inalthy acti- 
ans,remember weillthat the Lord is ever 
refent in ſpirit,who ſees thy. deeds,hears 

thy words,8&knawis al thy ſecret thoghts: 
His Angelsalſo; whome hee hath .giuen 
Pial34-7 - charge over thee;albcit thouſee them not 
Heb.1.24. YELthcy bath hear & ſee thee angthy prov 

cedings; before whomethouſuld be atha- 

med to do,or ſay any voſcemely thing.Fi- 

pally for.concluſion ofthis tretiſe,belides. 

allthe precepts before rehearſed: there is 

yet athing wherofI wald admonith thee; 


\/ 
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quhilk in the mexcies of Gog, I beſeech 


; 


thee to remark, and exactly ro cary away: 


having obtained peace of Conſcience, whil. 
thy ſpirit1s yet at reſt, take pen & ink,and+ - .;- 


ſpedily write vp,tor a memoriall,the tinte 
& maner ofthy trouble,and of thy delive- 


rance;Yca,whether thou can write ornot,, 


imprint itdeeply in thy heart & memory; 
and for all thedaies of thy life, let it ſerie 


thee for theſe vſes.Firſt,fo oft as ever thou” 


reades it, or calls ittroremembranceyler it 
ſcrue as a perpetuall leſlon, to learne thee: 


to be thankful to thy God. Secondly,lerir: 


ſerue, as a perpetual bridle,to refrainthee 


| fromſin,& offending the majeſtic of god: 
Certifying thy ſelf thatifthou beingrate, 


ordelight in wickednes,the Lord hes ever. 


the ſame wand aboue thy head,wherwith* 
| hewil ſcourge thee againe mairviuely,8& 
| wil makethy own Conſcience abourtor to 
| torment thee. Thirdly,where cver it ſhall 


leaſe the Lord to caſt thee againe in the 
tke trouble, then colle&trhis document, 


| andcomfort: Aſſire thy ſelfe, tharifthou 
| ſeek tohimwith althy heart & with con-- 
- | tinuancezashedeliveredthee of before,fo 


4 will 
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wil he deliver thee again atal times there- 
aft er,vnto the end ofthy life: For the mers. 
cie of God is without repentance. 

Now, my deare brother. let notthis be: 
thy bchaviour,& exerciſe, for aday,or for 
a ſhort time onely: butſeethou continue 
therein during all the daies of thy life: In: 
reſpe,the reprobart & wicked man, ſum+- 
time for fcarcof the Lords judgements, 
ſumtime to be releved ofhis Car paine 
and trouble, ſumtime to gerhis intention 
accompliſhed, orvpon other worldly re- 
ſpects,will nevi on motions, & wil be-' 

in a good courſe: but ſo ſoon as the Lord 
TY avert his plag! ic, ſo ſoone as he is ea- 
ſed of his paine, or comes to his jntent; ſo 


- ſoonreturnsheto his former impietie, & 


vpon light occaſions falles ſuddenly and 
ſnametully back.Be thounot therforelike 
to him, but as a good foldicr of the Lord, 


endure and perſevere conſtantly vatothe 
Mar.:3.13 ' 

Reve.z1.7 end,that thou may be ſaved andinherir all 
Pla. 94.13 thin gs.VWatch,pray,& meditate the lawe 


of the Lord,that in the evill day ofhis viſt- 
tation, thou may get reſt, when the piris 
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_ doing evil,and to do that quhilk is pleſant 
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digged for the wicked:andthat atthe glo- = 

rious comming ofour Lord Iefus, thou Mat.zg.2 

may be found a good & faithfull fervant,*: PcLy4 

& receiue an incorruptible crown of glo- 

ry-in his everlaſting kingdom,where thou 

ſal dwell withthe Angels,& glorified bo- 

dies, lauding & praiſing the almightie fa- 

ther,the ſonne,& the holy ghoſttor ever. 

CAME. 
CHAP. XIIT. 

A forme of praiſe, and praier io bewvſed, 
by them quhilk are delinered from the vexa: 
$101 of the Spirit and Conſcience. 
O Loving,gracious,and bountiful Fa- 

ther! I renderal praiſevnto thee, for 
thy manifolde mercies ſhewed on me thy 
poore ſervant;quhilk are more innumber 
norl amableto recount.Behold,thou hes 
not taken me away in my fin, but hes ſpa- 
red melong,& at laſt hes given me aficht 
of my 1ins,a liuely ſorrow 1n my heart for 
the ſame, afervent deſirero abſtaine from 


inthy gt : Blefled be thy nametor that | 
hope,8 GEE EO 
MeL | ou 


1322 ©ANE TREATISE: 


thou hes given me inthe death of thy Sort 
Iefus Chrilt:Pratfe be vnto thee.jn that it 


\ (##*-'hes pleaſed thee allo to haue chaltiſed me 


with the rodde of thy fatherly correction: 
For thereby,thou hes tamed, & humbled 
me,beinginſolent and vnruly : Thou hes 
thereby let me know mine own weaknes, 
& vnworthines,and thy juſtice & mercie: 
Thou hes drawn me vntothee,as t were, 
by force,8& waldnotſuffer me toperſever 
in wickednes: Thou ſfuccoured mewhen I 
was ledcaptiuewith.my owne afteCtions, 
and was tranſported with the vanities of 
the worlde: Thouhes drawne out fervent 
praiers; {ighs, & ſobs from my heart,'and 
tcares from mine cies,for my {1n, quhilk 1 
could never haue done of my ſelf, without 
the motion ofthy holy ſpirice; And thou 
vouchſafelt from time to time, to harken 
to my praiers, and to graunt my.requelts. 
Thou hes brought me from the doore of 
death,and brink ofdiſpaire,to the quhilk I 
was neere: Thouhes brought me out of 
the darkcloud of ignorance and heavines, 
wherevith [ WAS overſhadowed: and did(t 
mint 


"ahi 


minfiſtrate woncertull meanesto comfort 
mc, and to bring me tothe knowledge of 
thy grueth, inthe daies of my trouble,an 

ignorance: Thou hes calt me dowye,thou 
hes raiſed me vp;zthou hes tried me like the 
filver in the fournace; thou hes eaſed my 
paine; thou hes exerciſed my Conſcience 
thou hes trained me vp 1nthy diſcipline: 
and hes maile me partaker ot thy holy Sas 
Crainents inſtitute by thy ſonne our Lord 
Icſus, as ſureſeales and teſtimonies ofthy 
loue,& ofmy adoption & ſalvation.Theſe 
benchts, O heavenly Father! and al other 
good thinges; Lacknowledge me to haue 
received, and to recciue daily. ofthy only 

Dodnes,& bountiful hand;for the quhulk 

FOEg vnto thee,thatquhilkthouhes al- 
ſo giuen mezeyen, my heart,my ſoule, my 
afiction,and my ſtrength,withal thanks: 
For lo! they appertaine juſtly. vnto thee, 
the fountaine of all goodnes, and original 
of my being: I dedicate my life, & ſervice 
to CT wil vowe my {elte thy ſervant 


| forever. 


But now,my G09, ſul remain ingreat 


* danger, 
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danger, % diſtres;and vnles thou preſerue 
me,l am bur loſt; vnles thou vphold mel 


amnot able ro ſtand: Forſolong asI ain | 
Inthis tabernacle,l amburtpoor,weakig- | 


norant,impactent,& imperfir: $0 ney 
I amin this vatlot miſery,l am daily a 

ted within, & without, with manifold ten- 
eations;with the intiſements of the world, 
with the ſnafes ofthe diuel,with the inju- 
ries of men, and raging ofmine own cons 
cupiſcence: If thoutake thy good gifts fra 
me I {al ſtand vp poore, naked, & miſera. 
bil:Ifrhou tak thy ſpirit & grace from me 
I fal then doutles fal ſuddenly,& be a pray 


 tomyenemies foreſaids. Haue metcie on 


metherefore(O rord)forTeſus Chriſt thy 
dearc ſons ſake;& let me not be overcum, 
nor drawen from thee with the trifles,and 
entiſemenrs ofthe world;by the power & 
ſubrilcie of Sathan ; by the fellowſhip, or 
provocation ofmen;nor by the vnrulines 
of my corritpted aftetions. But as thou 
hes wrocht that great workof my redemp 
tion,by the deth of thine only ſon,ſo wor 


likewiſe, accompliſh the work of my tce- 
{a ETA gene- | 


al | 
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generation,by the vertue of thy holy ſpin 


rit. By the mightic operation ofthe com« 
forter, make my heart new within mezmy. 
ſtubborne, and polluted heart, pcarce it, 
Pres it, mollihe'ir, enlarge it, frame and 

aſton itrothy holy wil: Crucifie the old 
man,quicken thenew man;bridle,& mors 
tifie my finful luſts and natural affeCtions, 
that they be not inordinate nor exceſliuez 
but make them alwaies obedient & ſubje& 
to my ſpirit, & my ſpiritto thy ſpirit. Leg 
thy word & wil,be a preciſcrule to al my 
deeds, my words, my thovghts,my appe+ 
rites, & defires. Let me be daily renewed, 


comforted,inſtructed,inſtrenthened,pre+ 


ſerved,and governed by the ſpirit of truth, 
till I come to the ful pertection;and albeir 
Lord, I cannot bealtogither without ſin, 
ſo long as I am clad with fleſi and bloodz 
yer,letnot {in raigne, nor haue thevpper, 
hand in me;bur ſo oft as I fal by fin, als ofc 
raiſerhou me vp again by repenrance:{an- 
Cific my ſoul, good Lord, my wit, & me- 
mory, that I may be alwaies occupiedin 
ribe. bleſſemy body and 

mem- 
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members ,ouhilkar defiled with the works 
ofthe fleſh, that I may be a meer and well 
Yreparedremple of the holy Ghoſt:Bleſle 
kewiſe,8& proſper, acording to thy good 
pleaſure, mine interpriſes, proceedings, 
and works ofmy hands,rthat it may go wel 
with me.Drefſe my affaires,and putthem 
in good order: Preſerue me alwates,tharT 
atrempt nothing repugnant to thy holy 
will;let thy will, be my will(my God)And 
whartſocuer ſucces my proceedings take; 
whatſoever croſle or affliftion itfal pleaſe 
thy majcſtie tolay on me;make me harti- 
lie wel content therwith.For thou knawis 


what is good for me.Asconcerningtem- 


poral benefits,I craue 'rhem onely 1n ſuch 
number and meaſure as ſeemerh good in 
thine cites: Giue mee thoſe things quhilk 
thy wiſdome knowes robe moſt expedi- 
ent for me:ſceing thon knoweſt whereofl 
haueneed. Alwaies, Lord, let me nortlack 
the thing withour the quhilkI canotſerue 
thee:bur grant me thy blefling, thy favor, 
&thy grace; and then Iſall haue enough. 
 Arme me,O heavenly Facher! with 1pi- 

fe, rituall 
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ricuall armour, inthis great conflict", and 
high tentations: Giue me a true, lively, 


and juſtifying faith, whereby,I may ſtand 


ſedfaſtin all aſſaults, & quenchethe fiery 


darts of Sathan: Imprintthy troefearein 
my heart, and letmeberepleniſhed with 
thy fervent loue: Giue me-patience ,and ' 
long ſuffering, vnto the end of the battell; 
humilitic and mecknes,give me a humble 
heart,and alowlie mind,a forgiving hart, 
a penitent heart for my ſin; a pliable hart, 
w1ill,and mind,to thy voice,thy word,and 


hy wilzand a thanktul heart forthy bene- 


fires; Lord, let themnever ſlide out of my 
mind.Giue me ſobernes,temperance,con 
ſancie,truth,vprightnes, contentment of 
mind,peace of Conſcience, charitie & loue 
towards al men for thy ſake: That] benot 
onely a hearer, readcr, and vnderitander 
ofthy word; but alſo, akeeper andpraGt- 
ſer of thy word and commandements. 
Theſe things,l crauc of thee,my God, 
in the nameot thy ſon Ieſus chriſt: For ſo 
he hes commanded me todo, promilingy 


that thouwilr graunt my petignsfor his 
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fake. But, Lord, my monthisnot ablet&' 
expreſle, my heart to vnderſtand, normy 
thochr abil to conceiue the hundrethpart 
of thoſe things, whereofl haueneede and 
oughrtodo. Heirtore, letchecomiforter, 
teach me,8& putme'in remembranceofal 
lob-142% things, as thy dear ſon hes promiſed; that 
bothin profperitic,8& adverſitie I may be- 
have my al: as one ofthy good ſoldiers & 
faithfull ſervants, to the end of my courſe 
and race.Bethouever my ltrong rock,my 
| buckler,& my ſheild;and thenthough the 
world ſuldturne vpſide down; yetſallIbe 
in perpetuall ſecuritie. Be on my fide,and 
neither man, nor the devil ſalbe able to 0- 
verthrow me. Giue me everlaſting life, O 
Lord! that after this lifeb= endeq, I may | 
dwell with thee in thy kingdome, bchol- 
ding thy glorious face, — and 
praiſing \ aw thy Lamb Ietus Chriſt,and 
the Comforter thy holy Spirit; togither | 
with thy choſen children,8& armicsofthy 
bright Angels, for ever,and ever, worlde 
Fithour end. Amen.” | | 
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